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The Role of Clerical Cultural and Symbolic Capital in the
Political Mobilization of the Constitutional Revolution: A
Bourdieusian Analysis

Abstract

One of the most significant factors contributing to the relative success of the
Iranian Constitutional Revolution was the active participation of the clergy and
their strategic use of symbolic, discursive, and social resources to mobilize
political support. This study, grounded in Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of capital
and field, seeks to analyze the role of the cultural and symbolic capital of the
ulama in mobilizing the masses during the Constitutional Revolution. The core
research problem investigates how clerics, by drawing upon their historical
position and social standing in Qajar society, were able to reframe modern
political concepts such as justice, law, and nation within Islamic frameworks
and thereby legitimize the constitutional movement in the eyes of the public.
The significance of this research lies in its sociological and theoretical
approach to the role of the clergy, departing from the predominantly descriptive
and theory-lacking perspectives of previous studies. The central research
question is: Through which mechanisms did the pro-Constitutionalist clerics
convert their cultural and symbolic capital into political mobilization tools
within the power field? The hypothesis suggests that the ulama, by utilizing
religious platforms (e.g., pulpits, mosques, seminaries), activating religious
social networks (students, followers), and reinterpreting modern concepts
through Islamic semantics, transformed their symbolic capital into a legitimate
source of political authority. Employing a qualitative methodology—
specifically critical discourse analysis—this article draws upon historical and
jurisprudential sources to demonstrate how clerical capital functioned not
merely as a tool of traditional domination, but as a dynamic mechanism for
redefining the relationship between religion and politics in the modern era.

Keywords: Constitutional Revolution, Ulama, Cultural Capital, Symbolic
Capital, Pierre Bourdieu



