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Abstract

The organization and revitalization of historic neighborhoods is one of the key
challenges in contemporary urban planning, requiring attention to multiple physical,
social, and psychological dimensions of the environment. Cultural security in historic
districts, as a critical component, plays a decisive role in enhancing quality of life and
reducing social vulnerabilities. The Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design
(CPTED) approach, which focuses on environmental and physical indicators while
simultaneously considering social factors, is recognized as an effective tool for
promoting cultural security and mitigating risks in historic urban contexts. Barnava
Neighborhood, one of Tabriz’s most emblematic historic districts, provides a suitable
context to assess the impact of these approaches. This study, employing a descriptive-
analytical methodology and integrating both library and field data, evaluates security
indicators and environmental design techniques capable of enhancing both perceived
cultural security and actual safety for residents. Findings indicate that features such as
disproportionate spatial scales, building heights, and the visual quality of streets and
structures are among the primary factors threatening cultural security in the
neighborhood. Strategic spatial design and comprehensive structural reforms not only
improve environmental conditions and cultural security perception but also reinforce
historical identity and enhance residents’ quality of life. The study demonstrates that a
comprehensive, environment-based design approach can play a pivotal role in the
sustainable revitalization of historic neighborhoods.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Contemporary urbanization in Iran and worldwide, despite developmental achievements in physical and social
dimensions, has resulted in notable negative consequences, including the erosion of historic textures, diminished
cultural values, and increased feelings of insecurity among citizens. In this context, security, as a fundamental human
need, plays a central role in ensuring psychological well-being, cultural cohesion, and social capital. Weak security
indicators, particularly in historic districts that embody collective memory and identity, can lead to reduced social
presence of residents, weakened neighborhood interactions, and cultural fragmentation. The concept of “cultural
security” extends beyond physical or law enforcement security, emphasizing conditions in which citizens can preserve
and reproduce their cultural and social values while enjoying personal and property safety. This fosters a sense of place
attachment, mutual trust, and social participation. Attention to cultural security, particularly in historic metropolitan
areas facing rapid modernization, is essential for sustainable revitalization of historic neighborhoods. The case study
of Barnava Neighborhood in Tabriz reveals that historic districts face challenges such as physical deterioration and
reduced social capital, while simultaneously possessing potential for local identity reproduction through the
enhancement of cultural and social security. This research investigates the role of cultural security in organizing
historic neighborhoods and examines how social ties and place attachment can enhance residents’ quality of life and
social engagement.

Methodology

This applied study adopts a descriptive-analytical research design to examine cultural security components in historic
neighborhood organization. Data were collected using a combination of library-based and field methods. Initially,
theoretical concepts relevant to the research problem were analyzed to establish a conceptual framework. Subsequently,
factors affecting security in Barnava Neighborhood were identified based on expert opinions and classified into several
variables. The identified variables were evaluated through questionnaires administered to residents and relevant
institutional experts to ensure validity and reliability. The study was conducted in two phases: prior to identifying the
main variables and after determining key factors influencing cultural security in Barnava Neighborhood. The findings
facilitated a comprehensive analysis of cultural security components and the development of practical environmental
design interventions, including natural surveillance, access control, territorial reinforcement, and urban equipment
maintenance. This mixed-method approach provided a precise and actionable framework for organizing historic
neighborhoods and enhancing residents’ quality of life and social presence.

Results and Discussion

Analysis of Barnava Neighborhood indicates that urban activities are influenced by a combination of physical, social,
cultural, and economic factors, and identifying these factors is crucial for improving urban security and environmental
quality. The study reveals that irregular constructions, identity-less high-rise buildings, and gradual deterioration of
historic structures have led to spatial disorder, reduced perceptions of security, and weakened residents’ social capital.
Nevertheless, the presence of valuable historic buildings and spaces rich in collective memory provides substantial
potential for neighborhood identity regeneration and cultural security enhancement. Cultural security in Barnava is
manifested at structural, behavioral, and contextual levels. Its improvement requires simultaneous attention to physical
cohesion, strengthened social interactions, and revitalization of historical-cultural foundations. The final model
developed in this study enables the assessment and prioritization of factors influencing cultural and social security and
supports targeted planning for neighborhood organization. The study demonstrates that cultural security plays a central
role in organizing historic neighborhoods and enhancing residents’ quality of life. Weak physical structures, ineffective
urban management, and neglect of social and cultural dimensions reduce perceived security, weaken social capital, and
threaten the historical identity of Barnava Neighborhood. Utilizing preventive environmental design strategies,
including natural surveillance, access control, territorial reinforcement, maintenance, active public spaces, historic
building restoration, and appropriate urban furniture, enhances residents’ sense of attachment, strengthens local
identity, and promotes social presence. The research emphasizes that achieving sustainable development and
preserving the identity of historic neighborhoods requires a comprehensive, multi-dimensional urban planning
approach, citizen participation, and leveraging local cultural and social capacities.
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