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This research examines the political-military relations between Assyria and Pars
(Parsua, Achaemenid Anshan). The term “Pars” first appears in Assyrian annals
during the campaign of Shalmaneser 111 to Zagros in 836 BCE, which mention a land
and people called Parsua (Parsuash, Parshuash) in the region of Kurdistan and
Kermanshah. This king plundered Parsua again in 835-834 BCE. Under his
successors, including Shamshi-Adad V, Queen Semiramis, Adad-nirari Ill,
Shalmaneser 1V, Ashur-dan I, Ashur-nirari 1V, Tiglath-Pileser 111, and Sargon I,
significant relations were maintained with other Zagros peoples, especially the Medes,
indicating ongoing ties with Parsua. Tiglath-Pileser 111 campaigned against Parsua in
744 BCE and subjugated it. Sargon II’s campaigns in 716-712 BCE ended Assyrian
relations with Parsua. The Persians migrated around 700 BCE to Elam (Anshan) and
became known as Parsumash (Achaemenid Anshan). Under Achaemenes and his
successors (Teispes and Cyrus 1), Parsumash had important relations with Assyria,
especially during the reigns of Sennacherib (Battle of Halule in 692 BCE) and
Ashurbanipal (after Assyria’s defeat of Elam in 640-639 BCE). The Persians also
played a major role in the Median coalition against Assyria (614-605 BCE), which
led to the fall of the Assyrian Empire. The main question is: when and under what
designations can the political-military relations between Assyria and Pars be outlined?
Itis concluded that these relations occurred in two phases: 1. Assyria and Parsua (836—
700 BCE), and 2. Assyria and Parsumash (Achaemenid Anshan, 700-605 BCE.
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