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Abstract

In the context of the escalation of climate crises and the inability of Western political structures to
respond effectively, this article examines the political discourses hidden in two critical films of
contemporary Western cinema, Don't Look Up! (2021), directed by Adam McKay, and How to
Blow Up a Pipeline (2022), directed by Daniel Goldhaber. Using two distinct narrative languages
(black humor and radical activism), these two works highlight cinema as a tool for disclosure,
awareness, and combating media illiteracy. The current research, using the framework of critical
discourse analysis (CDA) and with the help of reflective theme analysis (RTA), shows that these
films, by criticizing inefficient political structures, passive media, and the crisis of legitimacy of
power institutions, represent a kind of deep-rooted mistrust in public opinion towards governments
and global capitalism. Do not look up! With ironic language, it exposes the media and politicians'
efforts to ignore the truth and deceive the masses, while How to Blow Up the Pipeline offers a
radical call for direct action against these inefficiencies. This article seeks to show how Western
climate cinema, with a function beyond entertainment, can be considered a tool of political
resistance, a discursive confrontation with power, and a means of promoting public awareness and
rethinking the global order.
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