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Functions of Organizational Learning in Activating Entrepreneurial
Intuition Components for Performance Improvement in Volatile
Markets

Batoul Kargozar, Fereidoon Azma, Parviz Saeedi
Abstract:

This study aims to elucidate the strategic role of organizational learning in
activating components of entrepreneurial intuition and to examine the
moderating effect of market instability on this relationship. Entrepreneurial
intuition is conceptualized as a multidimensional construct comprising ten
dimensions: intuitive judgment, creative intuition, problem-solving, strategic
opportunism, insight, ethical intuition, experiential intuition, social intuition,
informational intuition, and intuitive thinking. the research is applied in purpose
and adopts a descriptive-survey design of a correlational nature to analyze
relationships among variables. The statistical population includes 2,500
managers of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) operating in the
northern provinces of Iran (Golestan, Mazandaran, and Gilan). A sample size of
377 was determined using the Krejcie and Morgan table, and non-random
convenience sampling was employed. Data were collected through validated
guestionnaires and analyzed using variance-based structural equation modeling
(SEM) in SmartPLS. Both validity (convergent and discriminant) and reliability
(Cronbach’s alpha and composite reliability) were confirmed. the findings
indicate that organizational learning exerts a strong effect (81.5%) on the
development of entrepreneurial intuition. Although entrepreneurial intuition
positively influences performance (40.9%), market instability significantly
weakens this relationship. Moreover, organizational learning enhances
performance only indirectly through strengthening entrepreneurial intuition, with
an indirect effect of 33.4%. Overall, the results underscore the considerable
effectiveness of experiential learning theory in fostering the ethical and social
dimensions of entrepreneurial intuition. Furthermore, the systemic nature of
instability in Iran calls for a reevaluation of prevailing theoretical frameworks.
Keywords: Organizational learning, Entrepreneurial intuition, Organizational
performance, Volatile markets.
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