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Abstract:

The issue of establishing strategic relations between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the People’s Republic of China—particularly
within the framework of the 25-Year Comprehensive Cooperation
Agreement—constitutes one of the most significant developments in
Iran’s foreign policy in recent years. This development encompasses
various dimensions, including political, economic, and legal aspects.
However, the analysis of such long-term partnerships cannot be
confined solely to political considerations or diplomatic interests; rather,
it also demands serious reflection from the perspective of Shi’a political
jurisprudence. This study aims to provide a jurisprudential analysis of
such collaborations, with particular emphasis on the comprehensive
cooperation agreement between Iran and China. It seeks to determine
under what conditions such strategic relations can be deemed legitimate
and justifiable based on fundamental Islamic principles such as the
preservation of dignity (‘izzah), national independence, rejection
of foreign domination (nafy al-sultah), and the obligation to uphold
agreements (wafa’ bi al-‘ahd). Using a descriptive-analytical method
and drawing upon authoritative sources in Islamic jurisprudence, the
research examines the alignment of this strategic agreement with the
foundational principles of governance-oriented jurisprudence (figh al-
hukiimah). The findings indicate that, provided such agreements are
concluded with full adherence to the aforementioned principles and
in pursuit of national interests, preservation of national dignity, and
avoidance of unjust dependency, they not only do not conflict with
Islamic legal standards but may also serve as legitimate and strategic
tools for advancing the overarching goals of the Islamic system.

Kaywords: Jurisprudential Principles, Iran, China, Strategic Relations,
25-Year Cooperation Agreement
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

International relations have always played a fundamental role in the life of
states, and the success of nations in securing national interests, preserving
independence, and consolidating political status largely depends on the
quality of these relations. In the Islamic Republic of Iran, foreign relations
are not confined merely to political and economic dimensions; they are
consistently accompanied by ethical and jurisprudential considerations.
Accordingly, an Islamic state is obliged to structure its interactions in a
manner that safeguards not only material benefits but also the principles of
Sharia, national dignity, and sovereignty. Within this framework, the 25-
year Comprehensive Cooperation Agreement between Iran and China, as
one of the most significant developments in Iran’s recent foreign policy,
has raised serious questions regarding the jurisprudential foundations of
its legitimacy. The present study aims to examine this issue by analyzing
the agreement through the lens of fundamental principles of Shi’a political
jurisprudence and to identify the conditions under which such relations may
be deemed legitimate.
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Research Background

In recent years, Iran—China relations—particularly within the framework
of the 25-year cooperation agreement—have attracted significant scholarly
attention. Most of these studies have concentrated on geopolitical,
economic, and diplomatic dimensions; some have regarded the agreement



as a turning point in Iran’s relations with the East, while others have emphasized
challenges such as sanctions, political mistrust, and divergent strategic
approaches. In addition, a number of works adopting a strategic culture
perspective have analyzed China’s policies in light of multilateralism and the
rejection of hegemony. Nevertheless, the jurisprudential and religious aspects
of this agreement have received little attention, leaving a noticeable gap in the
literature. The present study seeks to fill this gap by drawing on Shi ‘i political
jurisprudence to examine the scope of legitimacy of such cooperation.

Theoretical Framework and Jurisprudential Principles

Throughout history, Shi‘i jurisprudence has served as the primary framework
for regulating the individual and social relations of Muslims. It also provides
principles applicable to foreign policy that can serve as criteria for assessing the
legitimacy of international relations. In this study, four central jurisprudential
rules are employed to analyze the Iran—China cooperation agreement:

The Principle of “Nafy al-Sabil” (Denial of Domination): Based on the Qur’anic
verse “And never will Allah grant the disbelievers a way over the believers” (Q.
4:141), along with numerous narrations, any form of domination or superiority
of non-Muslims over Muslims is impermissible. This rule prohibits not only
political and economic domination but also cultural influence and intellectual
supremacy. From the perspective of political jurisprudence, international
agreements are legitimate only if they do not undermine the independence and
dignity of the Islamic state.

The Principle of “La Darar wa La Dirar” (No Harm and No Reciprocal Harm):
Grounded in the Prophetic tradition “There shall be no harm and no reciprocal
harm in Islam,” no contract or interaction that causes harm to Muslims or
the Islamic community is considered legitimate. This principle is particularly
significant in the economic sphere, as jurisprudence prohibits excessive
dependence or unrestrained imports that weaken domestic industries and make
the national economy vulnerable. Consequently, international agreements
must be structured to safeguard the country’s long-term interests and prevent
foreign economic domination.

The Prohibition of Strengthening Disbelief: According to Qur’anic verses
and narrations, any cooperation or transaction that strengthens the camp of
disbelief while weakening Muslims is religiously forbidden. Prominent Shi‘i
jurists have explicitly ruled that political or economic relations that empower
the enemies of Islam and place Muslims at a disadvantage are impermissible.
Accordingly, Iran’s cooperation with China is legitimate only if it enhances
the position of Islam and contributes to reducing the influence of hegemonic
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Independent Rational Judgment: Reason itself dictates that foreign relations
must be designed in a way that preserves national independence while
ensuring mutual benefit. Both excessive isolationism and dependency are
harmful; rather, a balanced approach is required, one that protects domestic
interests while allowing engagement with global opportunities.

Taken together, these principles demonstrate that Shi‘i jurisprudence does
not advocate for severing ties with the outside world. Instead, its primary
criteria are the rejection of domination, the prevention of harm, and the
avoidance of empowering adversaries. On this basis, the Iran—China
cooperation agreement must be interpreted and implemented within a
framework that safeguards the independence and interests of the Islamic
state.

Research Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach and is grounded in
a qualitative content analysis of jurisprudential texts and documents on
Iran—China relations. In the first step, authentic jurisprudential sources
on political principles were identified and examined; these principles
were then applied to the various dimensions of the 25-year agreement
in order to clarify the relationship between the rules of Sharia and the
provisions of the document. Throughout this process, the study sought
both to remain faithful to authoritative jurisprudential texts and to account
for the contemporary requirements of international relations and the logic
of engagement with global powers. In other words, the research employs
an inferential-comparative approach that encompasses both a theoretical
dimension (deriving jurisprudential principles) and a practical dimension
(applying them to the cooperation agreement).

Iranian jornal of international relations
Vol2.No8.summer 2025

Findings

The content analysis of the agreement indicates that the document contains
aspects consistent with jurisprudential principles, while also presenting
potential risks of conflict at the implementation stage.

Areas of Compatibility

Endorsement by the Leader of the Islamic Republic: In a meeting with
the Chinese president, the Supreme Leader described the agreement as
a wise move. From the perspective of governmental jurisprudence, this
endorsement signifies that the agreement does not contradict national



independence.

Principles of Chinese Diplomacy: China’s foreign policy emphasizes mutual
respect, non-interference, and win—win cooperation, which are relatively
consistent with the Islamic Republic’s policy of “Neither East, nor West.”

Non-binding Nature of the Agreement: The document is not a legally binding
financial or executive contract; each provision requires a separate agreement.
This flexibility allows the observance of religious and national considerations.

Non-colonial Historical Relations: Iran and China have no historical record of
dominating one another, which reinforces mutual trust.

Multilateralism and Non-exclusivity: The agreement does not preclude
Iran’s engagement with other countries and underscores the principle of
multilateralism.

Mutual Economic Needs: Iran requires investment, while China needs energy
resources; this reciprocal dependence creates a balance consistent with the
principle of “No Harm.”

China’s Record of Support for Iran: China’s opposition to certain UN sanctions
and its continued oil purchases from Iran illustrate the practical benefits of
cooperation under sanctions.

Potential Areas of Incompatibility

Economic Dependence: Large-scale loans or disproportionate investments
could threaten Iran’s economic independence, conflicting with the principle of
“Denial of Domination.”

Overreliance on China: If cooperation reduces Iran’s relations with other
countries, independent decision-making may be undermined.

Security and Military Risks: Transferring certain defense capacities to China
could, in the long term, prove detrimental to Iran.

China’s Global Ambitions: Should China eventually replace the United
States as a hegemonic power, imbalanced relations may emerge, requiring
jurisprudential and political vigilance.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings suggest that the 25-year Iran—China agreement, in its general
form, does not conflict with jurisprudential standards; however, its ultimate
legitimacy depends on how it is implemented and on the structure of

Quarterly

™[ ¢69 sgero arr s gy 4
O qov (K| 6o &0 o]




Quarterly subsequent detailed contracts. Shi‘i jurisprudence, through its dynamic

ijtihad, highlights the necessity of considering contemporary interests,
thereby underscoring the distinction between the overarching text and its
executive agreements. Oversight by jurisprudential and legal bodies can
prevent dependence or economic harm. At the same time, prudent utilization
of the agreement can strengthen Iran’s position in the international system
and reduce external hegemonic pressures.

In light of jurisprudential principles such as the denial of domination
(nafy al-sabil), the prohibition of harm (la darar), and the prohibition of
strengthening disbelief, the 25-year Iran—China cooperation agreement
possesses jurisprudential legitimacy, provided that national independence
and dignity are preserved. The non-binding nature of the document and the
possibility of revision during its implementation create a positive capacity
for alignment with religious standards. Nevertheless, the realization of
this legitimacy requires jurisprudential and legal oversight, avoidance of
dependency, maintenance of diverse international relations, and attention to
the country’s long-term interests. Accordingly, the agreement can serve as
a legitimate model for Iran’s foreign policy within the framework of Shi‘i
political jurisprudence.
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