Journal of Iranian Political Research
Vol. 12, No. 3, 2025

An Investigation into the Performance of the Cultural

Diplomacy of the Islamic Culture and Communication

Organization in Central Asia within the Framework of
Cultural Diplomacy over Three Decades

Abolghasem Maarefvand', Mohammad Hassan ElahiManesh?, Ali Mohseni Moshtaghin®

! PhD. Student, Department of Political Science, Qo.C., Islamic Azad University, Qom, Iran.
ghasem.maaref@gmail.com
2 Department of Political Science, Qo.C., Islamic Azad University, Qom, Iran (Corresponding author).
mhelahimanesh50@gmail.com
% Department of Political Science, Qo.C., Islamic Azad University, Qom, Iran. dr.amohseni@gmail.com

Abstract

Cultural diplomacy, as one of the components of soft power, has gained an increasing
standing in the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran. This type of diplomacy,
particularly in regions such as Central Asia, which historically, linguistically, and civilizationally
possess deep ties with the Iranian-Islamic culture, has provided a high capacity for developing
the soft influence of the Islamic Republic of Iran. This research has been conducted with the aim
of investigating the performance of the Islamic Culture and Communication Organization as the
central institution of the country's cultural diplomacy in the Central Asia region. The main
research question is to what extent this organization has been able to promote national interests,
propagate the values of the Islamic Revolution, and strengthen the Iranian-Islamic identity
in this region through cultural tools. The research method in this study is qualitative and
descriptive-analytical; by utilizing documentary sources, official reports, field data, and
interviews with certain thinkers and diplomats in the field of Central Asia, it has analyzed the
policies, programs, and cultural outputs of this institution in Central Asian countries (Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan). The results indicate that the Islamic
Culture and Communication Organization has engaged in diverse activities in fields such as the
development of the Persian language, support for cultural elites, scientific exchange, holding
cultural-religious occasions, and promoting the discourse of resistance and Islamic identity.
However, challenges such as the internal political limitations of Central Asian countries, the
cultural competition of regional powers, and weakness in performance evaluations have been
influential regarding the effectiveness of this diplomacy. These results emphasize the necessity
of redefining strategies, strengthening the capacity of cultural institutions, and utilizing regional
capacities in line with increasing Iran's cultural influence in Central Asia.
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