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Extended Abstract

This study examined the effectiveness of dynamic assessment components—cognitive, memory, compensation,
metacognitive, social, affective, and negativity-reduction strategies—on English language learning among
students with mild intellectual disability, a population widely documented as experiencing persistent cognitive,
linguistic, and adaptive functioning challenges that hinder second-language acquisition. Grounded in a positivist
paradigm and employing a deductive—hypothetico approach, the research integrated qualitative and quantitative
strands to explore how dynamic assessment, as an interactive and developmental alternative to static testing,
shapes reading comprehension and strategy use in this vulnerable group. The qualitative phase involved expert
review and iterative refinement of assessment instruments, ensuring strong content validity, while the quantitative
phase comprised a semi-experimental field design with a purposive sample of 30 students with mild intellectual
disability from District 1 of Kermanshah. Participants were randomly assigned to experimental and control groups,
with the control group receiving traditional static assessment and the experimental group undergoing dynamic
assessment through mediated learning, including written scaffolding, margin notes, and adaptive verbal prompts
delivered in Persian to match learners’ developmental and linguistic levels. Both groups completed immediate
and delayed posttests of reading comprehension using nonstandardized but level-appropriate tasks, along with the
Baker and Boonkit reading strategies self-report inventory assessing cognitive, memory, compensation,
metacognitive, social, affective, and negative-emotion strategies. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics
and ANCOVA to control for pretest differences and determine the unique effect of group assignment. Findings
demonstrated that dynamic assessment significantly improved all targeted components: cognitive strategies
(F=28.45, p<.001), memory (F=117.18, p<.001), compensation (F=57.65, p<.001), metacognitive strategies
(F=62.91, p<.001), social strategies (F=143.08, p<.001), affective strategies (F=102.98, p<.001), and reduced
negative tendencies (F=54.11, p<.001), confirming the presence of two overarching latent dimensions—
empowering and developmental factors—emerging from qualitative coding. These outcomes support the
proposition that dynamic assessment facilitates learning by reducing the gap between students’ actual and
potential performance, enhancing self-regulation, strengthening cognitive processing, and enabling learners to
generalize strategy use over time, as evidenced by gains in delayed posttests. The integrated analysis suggests that
dynamic assessment not only compensates for cognitive and linguistic limitations but also fosters motivation,
engagement, and emotional readiness—key prerequisites for successful second-language learning in students with
intellectual disabilities. In conclusion, the study provides robust empirical evidence that dynamic assessment
constitutes an effective pedagogical and diagnostic approach for improving English reading comprehension and
strategy use among students with mild intellectual disability, offering a responsive, process-oriented alternative
to static testing and highlighting its potential for broader educational and rehabilitative applications.
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Abstract

Introduction: One of the important changes in the field of language assessment is the
emergence of the dynamic assessment approach. The present study aimed to identify the
effectiveness of dynamic assessment components (cognitive, memory, compensation,
metacognitive, social, emotional, and negativity strategies) on English language
teaching in students with mild intellectual disabilities.

Methodology: The present study used the positivist paradigm and the deductive-
hypothetical approach to data collection. The statistical population of the qualitative part
consisted of experts and educational experts and quantitative part of students with mild
intellectual disabilities. Considering that all experts were surveyed and the necessary
changes were made to the questionnaire, therefore, the research verification has the
necessary reliability. After the intervention sessions were conducted on the experimental
group and to collect data from the intervention, non-standard reading and comprehension
questionnaires were used in accordance with their actual proficiency level. The Baker
and Bunkitt Reading and Comprehension Strategies Self-Declaration also given to them
to measure the extent to which students used these strategies when reading English texts.
To identify the components of growth and empowerment factors, a qualitative method
was used and coding stages (open, axial, selective) were used finally, the structural
equation model was used for factor analysis of the indicators.

Findings: The results of statistical analysis indicated that the components of dynamic
assessment are grouped into two dimensions: empowering and growth. The results
showed that the dynamic assessment program had a significant effect on all components.
Conclusion: Therefore, based on the findings of this study, the effect of dynamic
assessment on English language teaching in students with mild intellectual disability can
be confirmed.
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