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Abstract

Introduction: the present study aims to identify and explain the components of a special school

program model for students with intellectual disabilities in order to provide a comprehensive
and systematic picture of the dimensions that affect the design of such a program.

Research Methodology: This research was conducted with a qualitative approach and a
synthesis research method. The scope of the research consists of all scientific-research articles
related to educational planning, school-based and education of students with special needs,
from which, using purposive sampling and based on theoretical saturation, 28 articles were
selected as the final sample. Data were collected and coded through qualitative document
analysis.

Findings: Analysis of the findings led to the extraction of a conceptual model of the special
school program in the form of 4 macro dimensions, 12 axes, and 60 specialized components.
The four dimensions include: school-centered leadership in implementing the educational
program, professional empowerment of teachers for teaching in special school-centered
education, indigenous and individual-centered content design, and environmental and
technological infrastructure supporting the school-centered program for children with
intellectual disabilities.

Conclusion: According to the findings, it can be concluded that a special school curriculum
requires attention to human, managerial, and curriculum planning dimensions. This model can
be used as a strategic framework for policymakers, administrators, and educational planners in
developing school-based programs for students with intellectual disabilities.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction:

Designing special school programs tailored to the characteristics of students with intellectual
disabilities has become a major concern in the field of inclusive education in recent years. A
review of the research background related to this field reveals various effects of school-level
curriculum for students with special needs. These effects include expanding cooperation
between educational factors and elements (Hemmati Alamdarloo and Hossein Khanzadeh,
2013), conducting accurate needs assessments based on students' individual capacities and
characteristics (Fathi Vajargah et al., 2002), increasing personal motivation and academic
interest among students with intellectual disabilities (Rusilowati et al, 2020), and strengthening
the social skills and cognitive abilities of this group of students (Akib et al, 2022). Considering
the above, it can be concluded that special school curriculum, especially when designed in
accordance with the cultural, social context and real needs of students, can play a key role in
transforming the quality of learning and active participation of students with intellectual
disabilities. These programs not only improve the motivation, academic performance and social
skills of these students, but also provide a basis for teachers, families and other school
stakeholders to participate synergistically in the teaching-learning process and transform the
school environment into a more humane, responsive and purposeful environment. Many studies
have addressed the characteristics and components of special school curriculum for students
with special needs and intellectual disabilities, and each has paid attention to these components
from a different perspective; However, what has received less systematic attention in the
theoretical and empirical literature so far is the structuring of the key components and elements
of special school curricula for students with intellectual disabilities; especially in the form of a
conceptual model that can help educational designers and policymakers to regulate the various
dimensions of these programs in a scientific, practical, and evidence-based manner.
Accordingly, the present study, using research synthesis, seeks to identify and analyze the basic
components of special school curricula for students with intellectual disabilities in order to
provide a clear path for the development and improvement of school-based programs in this
area by designing a conceptual and practical model. In this regard, the present study was
conducted with the aim of identifying and explaining the components of the special school
curriculum model for students with intellectual disabilities in order to provide a comprehensive
and systematic picture of the dimensions affecting the design of such a program.

Goal:

The goal of present study is identifying and explaining the components of the special school
curriculum model for students with intellectual disabilities in order to provide a comprehensive
and systematic picture of the dimensions affecting the design of such a program.

Method:

In the present study, Roberts' six-step research synthesis model was used to analyze the
findings, including the following steps: 1- Identifying the need, conducting a preliminary
search, clarifying the need, 2- Conducting research to retrieve studies, 3- Selecting, refining,
and organizing studies, 4- Conceptual framework and making it appropriate to the information
obtained from the analysis, 5- Processing, combining, and interpreting in the form of tangible
products, and 6- Presenting the results. To ensure the coding method, four evaluators were used
to re-code the findings, which was confirmed by the Scott method (Scott, 2012). In this study,
the rate of agreement between the evaluators was 83.81, indicating 84 percent agreement
between the evaluators in the coding. This study was conducted with a qualitative approach
and a research synthesis method. The scope of the research consists of all scientific-research
articles related to educational planning, school-based education, and education of students with
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special needs, from which, using purposive sampling and based on theoretical saturation, 28
articles were selected as the final sample. Data were collected and coded through qualitative
document analysis.

Findings:

The analysis of the findings led to the extraction of a conceptual model of the special school
program in the form of 4 macro-dimensions, 12 axes, and 60 specialized components. The four
dimensions include: school-centered leadership in implementing the educational program
(including participatory policy-making, effective management of the implementation process,
strengthening leadership capacity in inclusive education), professional empowerment of
teachers for teaching in special school-centered education (including specialized training based
on dimensions of intellectual disability, professional support structures, and teacher training in
the ecological field), local and individual-centered content design (including school ecosystem
analysis, life skills training, and design and implementation of individual programs);
environmental and technological infrastructure supporting the school-centered program for
children with intellectual disabilities (including physical adaptation of the learning
environment based on contextual needs, localized educational technology, and local
administrative support system).

Conclusion:

According to the findings, it can be concluded that a special school curriculum requires
attention to human, managerial, and curriculum planning dimensions. This model can be used
as a strategic framework for policymakers, administrators, and educational planners in
developing school-based programs for students with intellectual disabilities.
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