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Background and purpose: The culture of environmental protection can serve as a guiding framework for
political and economic decision-making. Consequently, the objective of this research is to develop a cultural
model of environmental protection that adopts a sustainable development approach for environmental
organizations.

Research method: This study was undertaken utilizing a qualitative-inductive approach and the Strauss-
Corbin grounded theory methodology. The primary data collection instrument employed was a semi-structured
interview. In accordance with the grounded theory approach, data obtained from interviews with twelve
university professors and managerial personnel in the nation’s environmental sector were systematically
analyzed through three stages: open coding, axial coding, and selective coding.

Findings: Six overarching categories were delineated within the framework of a paradigm model, comprising:
causal conditions—encompassing ecological necessity, social and economic imperatives, and moral and
political obligations; the central phenomenon—specifically, the cultural model of environmental protection;
enabling conditions—including a culture of sustainability, governance, and social leadership; intervening
conditions—such as cognitive and attitudinal factors, socio-cultural norms and values, political and economic
considerations, infrastructure and informational elements, as well as individual and social dynamics; strategic
approaches—comprising radical cultural transformations and behavioral innovations, alongside sustainability
strategies; and finally, outcomes—encompassing both environmental and socio-political consequences.

Conclusion: Sustainable development aims to fulfill its own requirements, and emphasizing the aspects of the
cultural framework of environmental conservation can be advantageous in this context.
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Introduction

Sustainable development is a complex and multidimensional concept that seeks to attain an
equilibrium among economic progress, social justice, and environmental conservation. It
underscores the importance of fulfilling present needs without compromising the capacity
of future generations to meet their own requirements. With the rapid advancement of indus-
trialization, urbanization, and consumer-driven lifestyles, the protection of the environment
has emerged as a critical challenge confronting contemporary societies. Therefore, fostering
and reinforcing an environmental stewardship culture constitutes the fundamental basis for
achieving long-term sustainability. The environmental culture encompasses a set of val-
ues, attitudes, and behaviors that motivate individuals and communities to conserve natural
resources, mitigate pollution, and utilize environmental assets responsibly. Attaining sus-
tainable development is unattainable without integrating this cultural paradigm at person-
al, organizational, and institutional levels. Particularly within urban environments, cultural
factors exert a decisive influence on shaping environmental policies and guiding citizens’
interactions with the natural world.

In the context of Iran, the city of Isfahan—with its extensive historical, cultural, and envi-
ronmental heritage—serves as an exemplary case for exploring the relationship between
urban culture and environmental preservation. Challenges such as the desiccation of the
Zayandeh-Rud River, declining groundwater levels, and air quality deterioration underscore
the necessity for a localized cultural framework capable of directing citizens’ environmental
conduct toward sustainability objectives.

In this regard, the present study endeavors to develop a Cultural Model of Environmen-
tal Protection within the broader framework of sustainable development for Isfahan City.
The proposed model seeks to identify cultural dimensions—including core values, belief
systems, communication strategies, and educational policies—that influence environmental
behavior, thereby providing a scientific foundation for decision-making within the Envi-
ronmental Organization. The insights gained from this research aim to assist policymakers
and urban planners in formulating culturally informed, participatory strategies to conserve
natural resources and improve residents’ quality of life.

Research Methodology

The study employs a qualitative inductive approach, utilizing grounded theory methodology
as proposed by Strauss and Corbin. This approach is particularly appropriate for investi-
gating complex social phenomena and facilitates the development of theories grounded in
empirical data. Data were gathered through semi-structured interviews with twelve partici-
pants, comprising university professors and environmental managers in Isfahan. The prima-
ry aim of the interviews was to obtain comprehensive insights into the cultural dimensions
of environmental conservation and the factors that influence sustainable development.

Data analysis was conducted in three distinct stages: open coding, axial coding, and selec-
tive coding. The open coding stage involved identifying and categorizing essential concepts
and themes derived from the interview transcripts. Axial coding focused on establishing
relationships among the identified categories, while selective coding aimed to synthesize
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these categories into a coherent and integrated model. This meticulous analytical process
facilitated the emergence of a paradigmatic framework that encapsulates the various dimen-
sions of environmental protection culture.

Findings

The analysis identified six primary categories that constitute the foundational structure of
the cultural model for environmental protection. These categories are organized within a
paradigmatic framework comprising the following components:

Causal Conditions: This category encompasses the ecological imperatives, social and eco-
nomic necessities, as well as ethical and political obligations that underpin the necessity for
a cultural model of environmental conservation. These factors underscore the urgency of ad-
dressing environmental challenges and highlight the moral responsibilities associated with
sustainability. Core Phenomenon: The central element of the model is the cultural frame-
work for environmental protection, which functions as the basis for fostering sustainable
practices and behaviors within the community.

Contextual Conditions: This category includes the prevailing culture of sustainability, gov-
ernance structures, and social leadership that shape the environment in which the cultural
model operates. A robust sustainability culture and effective governance are vital for the
promotion of environmental initiatives.

Intervening Conditions: A range of factors influence the implementation process of the cul-
tural model, including cognitive and attitudinal variables, social and cultural norms and
values, political and economic influences, infrastructural and informational resources, as
well as individual and collective factors. These conditions may either facilitate or obstruct
the adoption of sustainable practices.

Strategies: The model emphasizes the importance of radical cultural transformations and
behavioral innovations as primary strategies for advancing environmental protection. Imple-
menting sustainable strategies that resonate with cultural values is critical for attaining long-
term environmental objectives. Consequences: The outcomes of adopting the cultural model
involve environmental benefits such as improved ecological health, alongside socio-political
gains including enhanced community engagement and increased support for environmental
policies.

Conclusion

The findings of this study underscore the vital and multifaceted impact of culture on shap-
ing environmental protection strategies and advancing sustainable development. Culture
not only defines individual values and behaviors but also delineates collective norms, deci-
sion-making processes, and social responsibilities that influence how communities engage
with their natural environment. Accordingly, recognizing this cultural dimension is essential
for achieving long-term environmental sustainability. By integrating cultural values, tradi-
tions, and local beliefs into environmental policies and practices, organizations can substan-
tially enhance their efficacy and foster broader public engagement.
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The proposed cultural model for environmental protection presents a comprehensive and
contextually grounded framework that facilitates policymaking and program development
within the city of Isfahan. It supports the integration of community perspectives, environ-
mental education, and cultural awareness within urban management mechanisms, thereby
bridging the divide between theoretical sustainability principles and practical urban initia-
tives. More broadly, this research contributes to the global discourse on sustainable devel-
opment by emphasizing the foundational role of culture in environmental consciousness.
Sustainable progress cannot rely solely on technical or economic measures; it must be root-
ed in the social and moral fabric of communities. This study affirms that cultural adaptation
and active participation are critical determinants of the success of environmental initiatives,
shaping attitudes toward resource conservation, waste reduction, and ecological steward-
ship.

The implications of these findings extend well beyond the local context of Isfahan. Poli-
cymakers and stakeholders are encouraged to adopt culturally responsive strategies when
designing and implementing environmental programs, as such approaches are more likely
to yield enduring and inclusive outcomes. Lastly, future research should investigate the ap-
plicability of this cultural model across diverse geographical and socio-political settings,
exploring how successful practices can be scaled and adapted to reinforce global environ-
mental protection efforts and to foster a shared culture of sustainability across nations .
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