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Abstract

According to Roland Barthes, every text is formed by the interweaving of five codes to create textual
implications: hermeneutic codes, semantic codes, action codes, symbolic codes, and cultural (referential)
codes. By opening these codes, one can receive the meaning within the text. In this essay, the complex character
of Afrasiab (positive and negative) has been examined and analyzed based on Roland Barthes' codes. The life
of Afrasiab of Turan in the Shahnameh is paralleled with the era of kings such as Nozar, Zotahmash, Gershasp,
Keygabad, and stories such as the story of the war of Hamavaran, Sohrab, Siavosh, Keykhosro, Froud, Kamus,
Khagan, Ekvan Div, Bijan, Davazdah Rokh, and Jang Bozorg, and his role-playing is depicted in bold and
light colors among 6595 verses. An analysis of the verses belonging to the character of Afrasiab prompts a
semiotic study of it. Afrasiab's attributes are correctly revealed based on the thoughts of Roland Barthes, the
famous French theorist and semiotician (1915-1980). Semiotics is the study of anything that refers to
something else, and these signs can appear in the form of words, images, sounds, gestures, and objects. What
distinguishes Afrasiab from other kings in the Shahnameh are the titles and descriptions that he has been called
in the Shahnameh as Ahriman, Enchanter, Dragon, Dark-hearted Turk, Bad-gouhar Turk, Bad-predatory Turk,
Demon, Rebellious, Stupid, Uncouth, Sinister Man, and Demonic Man, and fewer researchers have focused
on his positive attributes such as; They have paid attention to generosity, interest, reliance on reason, etc. A
brief reference to these traits is necessary to clarify the dimensions of Afrasiab's personality in Shahnameh.
Therefore, Afrasiab's traits can be divided into two categories, 70% negative and 30% positive, with some
concession. In this essay, the authors will, based on the science of semiotics, decipher Afrasiab’s personality
in accordance with Roland Barthes' theories, focusing on three of the five codes: hermeneutic, semantic, and
action.
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