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Exploring the Interdisciplinary Connections: A Qualitative Study of Painting and
Interior Architecture in the Isfahan School
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Abstract: |

Interior architecture serves as a vital interdisciplinary bridge, merging artistic principles
with technical standards and cultural values. In the historical context of Iran, the Safavid
era—specifically under the Isfahan School—marked a pinnacle of artistic integration
where political, social, and cultural transformations deeply influenced artistic production.
This research aims to identify and analyze the shared components and common realms
between Safavid painting and interior architecture to derive principles applicable to
contemporary design.

The study adopts a qualitative approach within an interpretive paradigm, utilizing a
content analysis strategy. The research process involved three stages: organizing
documentary and visual data (paintings and architectural records), analyzing data through
open, axial, and selective coding, and processing the results using MAXQDA software.
The findings reveal that the connection between these two artistic fields is rooted in seven
fundamental criteria: hierarchy, light, color, body (form), aesthetics, decorations, and
cultural values. Through the coding process, 22 specific research criteria were identified,
highlighting the structural and conceptual relationships between the miniature paintings
of the period and the built environment. The analysis demonstrates that despite the
difference in medium, both fields share a unified vocabulary regarding geometry,
perception, and symbolic representation.

Finally, the research proposes practical design strategies categorized into form-based,
symbolic, and functional solutions. These include the adaptation of geometric patterns
(such as Gereh-chini), the integration of traditional color palettes (turquoise and azure)
with modern materials, and the use of abstract ornamentation. These guidelines offer a
framework for revitalizing the identity of the Isfahan School in modern interior
architecture.

Keywords: Isfahan School, Safavid Painting, Interior Architecture, Content Analysis Method,
Common Territory.
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