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Abstract

Persian didactic literature has consistently played a pivotal role in articulating
and transmitting the cultural, social, and political values of Iranian societies.
It has served as a medium for teaching principles of governance, social ethics,
and lifestyle. Two prominent works in this domain, Siyasatnama and
Qabusnama, in addition to offering managerial and ethical teachings, reflect
the values of the societies in which they were composed and provide models
for individual and social conduct. Although these two books were written in
specific historical contexts, they contain fundamental concepts that can be
compared with modern notions of citizenship. Inglehart’s model, as one of the
significant sociological theories, analyzes cultural transformations in societies
based on two axes: traditionalism versus secular-rationalism, and survival
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versus self-expression values. This model illustrates how societies transition
from traditional to modern value systems. Using this model, one can evaluate
to what extent the teachings of these two classical works align with modern
citizenship concepts such as social participation, individual rights, justice
orientation, equality, and responsibility.This study, using a descriptive—
comparative approach and a library-based methodology, identifies the cultural
components of Siyasatnama and Qabushama and examines their convergence
or divergence with modern citizenship values. The findings indicate that
although some teachings in these works—particularly in the areas of justice,
social responsibility, and consultative governance—are consistent with
modern citizenship values, certain concepts such as absolute obedience to
authority, hierarchical structures, and elitist perspectives conflict with the
participatory and egalitarian principles of contemporary citizenship. These
findings suggest that while these works possess potential for reinforcing civic
culture, they require critical reinterpretation to be effectively applied in today's
social context.

Keywords: Inglehart, Siyasatnama, Qabusnameh, citizen culture, cultural
components.

Detailed Abstract

Introduction

Persian didactic literature has always been one of the most important tools
for promoting cultural, social, and political values in Iranian society. Notable
works such as Siyasatnama by Khwajah Nizam al-Mulk and Qabusnama by
Anusheh al-Mali, in addition to reflecting the intellectual and moral system of
their time, have played a significant role in shaping both individual and social
behavioral norms. Despite being written in different historical periods, these
two works still contain teachings that can be examined within the framework
of contemporary concepts of citizenship and social development.

The Siyasatnama, written during the Seljuk era, emphasizes just
governance, the role of bureaucracy, the duties of rulers and citizens, and the
necessity of social justice. In contrast, Qabusnama, recognized as an ethical-
didactic work, focuses not only on personal conduct but also on social
relations, manners, individual ethics, and mutual responsibilities among
community members. Both works, based on traditional values and the specific
needs of their respective societies, lay out behavioral models that encompass
various aspects of social and political life.

In recent centuries, with the expansion of modern sociological theories,
new perspectives on social values and cultural transformations have emerged.
One such theory, the Inglehart model, which is one of the most prominent
theories of cultural change, analyzes societies based on two axes:
traditionalism-secularism and survival-self-expression. This model shows
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how societies gradually shift from traditional values centered around survival
to modern, individualistic, self-expressive values. In this context, examining
Siyasatnama and Qabusnama through this lens can reveal how the teachings
of these two texts align with modern civic values, such as social participation,
individual rights, justice, and responsibility toward society.

Research Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-comparative approach using library
research to identify the cultural components of Siyasatnama and Qabusnama,
examining their convergence or divergence with modern civic concepts. This
comparison will not only highlight the historical and comparative dimensions
of these works but also provide a deeper understanding of the evolution of
social and cultural values in Iran.

Discussion and Analysis

Siyasatnama, or Sir al-Muluk, written by Khwajah Nizam al-Mulk, is a
significant work in the field of governance and royal ethics, written in the 5th
century AH. This work, regarded as a masterpiece of Persian prose due to its
simple and clear style, addresses important concepts such as divine grace
(Farah-e-lzadi) and conservative political strategies. Commissioned by Malik
Shah Seljuk, the book emphasizes the importance of prudent governance.

In this work, concepts such as Haq al-Nas (the rights of others) and public
meetings with officials are presented as ethical and legal principles. Haq al-
Nas serves as a religious and social duty in traditional societies, which in
modern contexts has transformed into a civic responsibility. Public meetings,
as a democratic right, emphasize transparency and accountability in advanced
societies.

In other sections of the book, such as wealth accumulation and land
grabbing, it addresses ethical issues and financial corruption, which in modern
societies highlight the growing need for transparency and accountability from
officials. These issues, along with the prohibition of holding multiple jobs,
symbolize the value shifts in developing societies. Ultimately, Siyasatnama
stands as a source for analyzing cultural and social changes over time,
representing a transition from a society based on authority and materialism to
one with democratic and post-materialist values.

Qabusnama, one of the prominent works of Persian literature, written by
Anusheh al-Mali, is a collection of advice and counsel he gives to his son,
Gilan Shah. This book is divided into 44 chapters, covering various aspects of
life, including wisdom, knowledge, arts, and crafts. One of its key themes is
the importance of acquiring knowledge and skills. Anusheh al-Mali states that
a person without knowledge and art is like a rock, offering no benefit to
themselves or others. He believes that wisdom and knowledge surpass the
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value of lineage and that a person’s greatness should be based on intellect and
decency rather than nobility and ancestry.

Consulting with thinkers and respecting the diversity of ideas is another
important aspect of Qabusnama. Anusheh al-Mali emphasizes that a person
should not be arrogant about their own knowledge and should always consult
with others. He stresses that consulting and accepting different perspectives
can contribute to both social and personal progress. These teachings align with
Inglehart’s cultural-social theories, which emphasize values such as social
participation and respect for diverse ideas.

Human resource productivity and meritocracy are also fundamental
principles in Qabusnama. The work discusses assigning responsibilities based
on people's abilities and expertise. Anusheh al-Mali believes that for success
and effective management, individuals should be employed according to their
merits. This aligns with Qur'anic teachings, which emphasize the selection of
qualified individuals. Another important point in Qabusnama is the
prohibition of public drunkenness. Anusheh al-Mali warns against public
disorder caused by drunkenness, emphasizing its negative impact on social
order and ethics. He advises his son to avoid drinking alcohol and to maintain
social respect. These teachings are widely accepted in Iranian and Islamic
cultures as ethical and social principles.

Conclusion

Ultimately, Siyasatnama and Qabusnama each examine concepts related
to citizen rights and social ethics in different ways. Siyasatnama focuses on
social and governmental structures, such as justice, bribery, meritocracy, and
animal rights, while Qabusnama concentrates more on individual culture,
personal ethics, and behavioral principles like using wisdom and knowledge,
respecting elders, and avoiding deceit. These differences reflect the varying
cultural perspectives in these two works and underscore the importance of paying
attention to social values and structures in the formation of civic culture. The
concepts in these works, which addressed ethical and social principles in their
time, can today serve as a basis for rethinking civic culture and civil rights in
contemporary societies. Concepts such as Haq al-Nas, justice, meritocracy, and
respect for individual rights, as presented in Siyasatnama, are now defined as
human rights and good governance in modern civic culture. Additionally, the
principles of Qabusnama, such as respecting individual rights and responsibility,
are seen as ethical necessities for a healthy society. Overall, these two works from
classical Persian literature have, directly or indirectly, predicted concepts of
contemporary civic culture, and revisiting them can help better understand the
cultural roots of today’s society and redefine civic culture and civil rights.
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