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Abstract

With the beginning of the policy sciences «aesearchers have been trying to
gain an understanding of the policy process and how public policies are
formed So far «arious theoretical perspectives have been expressed in this
regard «but despite this «heoretical unity has not been achieved regarding
the superiority of a key factor. In the last decade «with the emergence of
theoretical perspectives that focus on the role of ideas «a new path has been
opened for researchers that promises to overcome problems. In this regard «
the present study objectively examines the effect of ideas in changing the
cultural policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran in order to draw a clear picture
of the role of ideas in the policy-making environment.

The present study conducts a qualitative comparison between two sets of
qualitative data. Accordingly «n the present study «recurring ideas are first
selected as data and then it is examined whether cultural policies are
adopted in accordance with that idea in practice. To identify the effect of
recurring ideas on adopted policies <he qualitative comparative analysis
method is used. The application of qualitative comparative analysis in this
study is the “General Membership Evaluation Model” The aforementioned
analysis begins with the definition of the data and ends with the assignment
of a membership score and the summary of the argument for the
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membership score. According to the qualitative comparative analysis
method «after the data is determined «a basis for observing the outcome
must be determined, in the present study «the policies adopted in the
Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution are determined as the expected
outcome.The data collected on recurring ideas are from four presidental
honeymoon periods <the first of which was in 1997 and the last one in 2009 .
Data related to recurring ideas were extracted as secondary data from the
study (Najmolhoda et al. <2024) «which shows a total of 31 recurring ideas
during the honeymoon periods. Despite the change of governments and even
the president himself ¢t¢he number of recurring ideas does not differ much
from each other <but the range of issues they imply is diverse and has
different content. However «ssues such as education qustice «and youth are
common in different presidential terms.

In order to conduct a practical «all the council's approvals will be extracted «
coded «and aggregated based on content «separated by presidential term.
The approvals published on the website of the Supreme Council of the
Cultural Revolution include 686 approvals for 4 presidential terms «which
covers a period of 16 years. In the present study «ll these approvals were
extracted and coded «and finally «considering the existence of common
content «they were aggregated in 196 cases.

The result of the aforementioned comparison indicates that at least half of
the ideas were converted into public policy in the first and second terms of
Khatami «and then in the first and second terms of Ahmadinejad's
presidency <this amount reaches two-thirds of the ideas. This rate of
conversion of ideas into policies indicates the growing impact of ideas in
changing policy. Also «<more than one resolution has been adopted regarding
ideas such as "creating security and peace for citizens" ¢"strengthening non-
governmental organizations" <"the idea of promoting religious and
revolutionary values" "advancing the level of science and knowledge" «
"making religious and revolutionary values a criterion in activities" «
"reforming the structure governing education and research" «and
"oromotting an ideal society image based on the ideals of the revolution" «
which can be considered as "powerful ideas" in terms of their ability to
influence and change cultural policies.

The results of the present study confirm the role of ideas in the study of policy
change and are a step in the direction of research on the trend of turning
towards ideas «considering the policy-making environment of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The results obtained can be generalized to other areas of
public policy «and it is expected that conducting complementary research
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focusing on ideas in different areas will lead to similar results. Accordingly it
is recommended to use recurring ideas as a basis for policy change <especially
in futures studies <o make it possible to estimate future public policy changes
in Iran with greater accuracy and precision.

Keywords: Public Policy Making <dea Policy Change «Cultural Policy «
Supreme Council for the Cultural Revolution Qualitative Comparative
Analysis
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