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Abstract

Nahj al-Balagha, as one of the original Islamic texts and a precious heritage
of religious and human culture, has a special place among Islamic works. This
noble book, which is a collection of sermons, letters and valuable wisdoms of
Imam Ali (AS), is in fact considered a manifestation of religious rationality
and divine justice in the fields of government, politics, society and human
education. In Nahj al-Balagha, Imam Ali (AS) has expressed the principles of
individual and social life in the form of profound moral and political concepts
with a comprehensive and all-round view. Therefore, Nahj al-Balagha is not
only a book for individual worship and morality, but also a charter for
regulating the relations between the ruler and the people, the basis of social
justice, and the political and spiritual education of the Islamic society. Among
the concepts reflected in Nahj al-Balagha, the relationship between religion
and politics is of particular importance. Imam Ali (AS) considers politics to be
an inseparable part of religion and believes that true politics is in line with
servitude and service to God. For this reason, his view of government is not
as a tool for power-seeking, but as a divine responsibility for the realization
of justice, freedom, rational growth, and religious education of society. As
stated in the words of the Imam, government is valuable when it can be used
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to achieve justice, establish justice, and preserve human dignity, not for
show-off and domination. This fundamental view makes Nahj al-Balagha
known as both a rich source for establishing governmental jurisprudence and
an inspiring reference for formulating educational policies in the Islamic
system. As a branch of Islamic jurisprudence, governmental jurisprudence
deals with the administration of society based on revelation, reason, and
tradition. This jurisprudence forms the theoretical and practical foundation
of the Islamic government and provides a clear framework for regulating the
relations between the people, the government, and the rulers. Relying on
religious sources, governmental jurisprudence not only deals with religious
and individual rulings, but also clarifies the path for formulating social and
political laws. Therefore, it can be said that governmental jurisprudence in
the field of politics is a means of realizing religious goals in the form of social
and governmental structures. In the context of political education, the
teachings of Imam Ali (AS) in Nahj al-Balagha can also be viewed as a divine
source. Political education is a process in which a person is raised with the
values of justice, legalism, social participation, responsibility, and political
awareness so that he can play an active role in organizing collective life. From
this perspective, political acceptance does not mean blind obedience to
power, but rather a sign of the rational and moral growth of an individual
who makes decisions based on divine principles. The goals of political
education from the perspective of Nahj al-Balagha can be summarized in
several basic axes: creating a spirit of freethinking and intellectual
independence, cultivating a sense of justice, expanding the spirit of peace
and social security, and developing public education and awareness. Imam
Ali (AS) always emphasized education and refinement as the two wings of
human growth and did not consider political education possible without
scientific and moral development. The principles of political education in Nahj
al-Balagha are also based on human and moral values. Honesty,
responsibility, meritocracy, keeping promises, tolerance and anti-oppression
are among the most prominent of them. Imam Ali (AS) always emphasized
competence, knowledge, piety and sincerity in selecting government officials
and warned that government based on personal desires and relationalism
provides the ground for corruption and ruin. In this regard, one of the most
prominent political messages of the Imam is the call for unity of the Islamic
nation and avoidance of division. From the Imam's perspective, unity does
not mean same-mindedness, but rather solidarity on the path of truth and
justice. The educational methods in Nahj al-Balagha also stem from the
depth of the Imam's psychology and deep understanding of human nature.
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These methods include increasing public awareness, creating love between
the ruler and the people, using appropriate encouragement and punishment,
continuously monitoring the performance of officials, and observing
trustworthiness. In his letter to Malik al-Ashtar, which can be considered the
charter of political education for the Islamic state, Imam Ali (AS) repeatedly
emphasized the necessity of treating people fairly and creating love and trust
between the governor and his subjects. On the other hand, Imam Ali (AS)
firmly insisted on the responsibility of rulers before God and the people. He
considered government to be a divine trust and repeatedly reminded that the
ruler must be accountable for the slightest mistake. In his view, governmental
jurisprudence is not only responsible for legislation and implementation, but
also for safeguarding the moral conscience of society. Such an approach
turns political education into a sacred process whose ultimate goal is the
spiritual growth of man in a social context. Based on the findings of this
research, it can be concluded that Nahj al-Balagha provides a complete
model for educational policymaking within the framework of governmental
jurisprudence. The teachings of Imam Ali (AS) have the potential to guide
contemporary educational and political systems towards justice, rationality,
and spirituality. If the Islamic government can act on these teachings, a
generation will be raised that is endowed with religious consciousness,
political insight, and social vision. Such a society will be resistant to deviation
and injustice and will manifest divine ideals in everyday life.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, educational policies, Islamic, governmental
jurisprudence.
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