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Evaluating the potentials of epitourism in Iran: from the perspective of
regional development in Talegan
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Abstract

Apitourism, a nature-based tourism centered on honeybees and beekeeping, holds significant potential for
regional development and enhancing the local economy in Iran, particularly in Talegan. This study
evaluates apitourism’s capacities in Talegan by analyzing environmental, economic, socio-cultural,
infrastructural, and managerial components. Talegan, with its pristine nature, rich biodiversity, diverse
flora, and over 28,000 bee colonies, offers ideal conditions for this tourism type. Findings indicate that
apitourism can contribute to regional sustainability through biodiversity conservation, job creation, revival
of local traditions, and development of educational-recreational infrastructure. The infrastructural
component, with a mean of 3.362, has the strongest impact, though weaknesses such as limited digital
infrastructure and waste management require attention. The proposed model, integrating these components,
suggests strategies like enhancing digital marketing, fostering intersectoral collaboration, and empowering
local communities through education. This model not only revitalizes the local economy but also, by
preserving natural and cultural resources, positions Talegan as a prominent apitourism destination
nationally and internationally.

Keywords: Epitourism potentials, regional development, local economy, Talegan.






