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Abstract

Urbanization along with its complex developments has led to the spread of all kinds of social disorders and
harms. Suicide is a risky behavior and a social harm that has penetrated the social and cultural base of
different classes of society and brought unfortunate consequences for societies. The city of Noorabad
suffers from high risk of suicide due to problems such as unemployment, addiction, traditionalism, lack of
facilities and services, and socio-economic poverty. The purpose of this research is to investigate the causes
and factors affecting suicide in Noorabad city of Lorestan. The research method of the present study is
applied and descriptive-analytical. The statistical sample under study includes 270 citizens of Noorabad
city, which was calculated by simple random sampling using Sample Power software. Documentary-field
method was used to collect data and AMOS24, SPSS26 statistical software was used for data analysis. The
results of the one-sample T-test show the significance of the relationship between the research indicators
and the high-risk behavior of suicide in the study area. Also, the findings of the path analysis showed that
the economic dimension with beta value (f=0.76) had the highest factor load in suicide tendency and then
it was determined that family variables with beta (§=0.72), individual and psychological variables with beta
(B=0.73) and social-cultural variables with beta (f=0.69) are the most influential factors of suicide in
Noorabad city. Finally, the findings of the structural model of the research showed that the indicators of
urban space such as living in crime-prone neighborhoods, not having suitable housing for living, lack of
recreational facilities and services, high unemployment, population density and modernity, inappropriate
urban governance, high stress of urban life and lack Green spaces each with covariance weights (0.32),
(0.28), (0.27), (0.23), (0.22), (0.19), (0.12) , (0.7) affect suicidal behavior.
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Introduction

The city and its surrounding issues are one of
the issues that have always attracted the
attention of researchers and thinkers in various
fields. Living in the city has an impact on the
individual and collective life of people, which
has been the subject of reflection by social
thinkers since about two centuries ago. In this
regard, one of the urban issues is social damage,
including suicide. Suicide is a global challenge
for the health and general well-being of urban
communities. Statistics show that suicide as a
social harm is one of the leading causes of death
in the world and is considered a public health
concern for communities. According to the
report of the World Health Organization
(WHO), about 800,000 suicides occur
worldwide every year; this case constitutes
%1.4 of all deaths and makes suicide the 18th
cause of death.The basic theory of this research
is under the general pressure theory of
American criminologist and sociologist Robert
Agnew, which explains the relationship
between suicide and negative events and not
reaching important goals in life. In this regard,
Agnew states that when people do not achieve
their important goals and dreams in their lives,
they experience pressure, stress, negative
thoughts, anger, frustration, despair, etc., which
provides the basis for the tendency to commit
suicide. The purpose of this research is to
investigate the relationship between urban
space and social harms with an emphasis on
suicidal behavior in Noorabad city.This study,
given the importance of the issue, examines the
factors influencing suicide, focusing on the
roles of family-related factors, individual and
psychological characteristics, cultural and
social problems, economic and livelihood
difficulties, and urban space indicators in
shaping suicidal tendencies.

Methodology

The current research is a quantitative research
in terms of purpose, in the field of applied
research, and in terms of descriptive-analytical
approach and based on the nature of the data.
The statistical population of this research is
equal to (65417) citizens of Noorabad city,
which was studied using Sample Power
software and simple random sampling method,
270 people as the study sample. The data
collection tool of the questionnaire made by the
researcher includes 60 items that are on a 5-
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point Likert scale ranging from very low (score
1) to very high (score 5) with an average value
(3) and in 4 dimensions (family, individual,
social and cultural and economic) as an
independent variable and suicide as a dependent
variable each was measured with 16, 15, 16, 14
items respectively. The validity of the formal
questionnaire has been approved by experts-
professors and elites in this field, and its
reliability has been confirmed by Cronbach's
alpha of 0.954. The collected data were
analyzed based on t-test and Friedman with
SPSS26 software and structural equation path
analysis with AMOS24.

Results and Discussion

The results of the one-sample T-test show the
significance of the relationship between the
research indicators and the high-risk behavior
of suicide in the study area. The findings of path
analysis using structural equation modeling of
the research showed that the economic
dimension with beta (f=0.76) has the greatest
impact on the tendency of citizens to commit
suicide in the study area. After that, family
dimensions with beta ($=0.72), individual with
beta (B=0.70) and cultural and social
dimensions with beta (f=0.69) are in the next
ranks. According to the above interpretations, it
can be said that among the four factors of
suicide in Noorabad city, the economic index
has the most effect on the tendency to commit
suicide and has more influence than other
factors, which indicates the confirmation of the
research hypothesis. To analyze the family
factor of suicide, which is considered the first
hidden internal variable, 16 revealed external
variables have been considered for it. Among
the assumed indicators of the factors of lack of
love and intimacy between families, with
correlation coefficient (0.73), psychological
and physical abuse of the family with
correlation coefficient (0.70) and undue
strictness and patriarchy with correlation
coefficient (0.70) The most common cause of
suicide in the study area is lack of individual
independence and dissatisfaction with personal
life with a weight of (0.27). The second internal
hidden variable that is drawn in the structural
model is the individual factors of suicide. As it
is clear in the research model, 11 external
observed variables are considered to measure
individual factors. Among these studied
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indicators, the presence of high stress and
anxiety in life at the rate of (0.60), feelings of
hopelessness and worthlessness at the rate of
(0.58), and feelings of guilt and error in life at
the rate of (0.57) have the greatest impact. Are
involved in suicide, and the lowest factor load
related to suicide belongs to the index of low
self-esteem and self-dislike with factor weight
(0.19).

Conclusion

Based on the analyses conducted in this study,
the indicators were categorized into 4
dimensions: family, individual, psychological,
cultural, social, and economic. The results of
the one-sample T-test of the study showed that
all the dimensions studied affect high-risk
suicidal behavior. Also, based on structural
equation modeling, the economic dimension
with a factor weight of (0.76) is in the first
priority, the family dimension with a factor load

of (0.74) is in the second priority, the individual
and psychological dimension with a factor load
of (0.70) is in the third priority, and finally the
socio-cultural dimension with a factor load of
(0.69) is in the fourth priority, and these
relationships were scientifically and statistically
confirmed. In the continuation of the research
process, we sought to answer the question. Do
urban spaces have an effect on high-risk
suicidal behavior in the city of Noorabad? The
results of the covariance weights of the
structural model of the research showed that
living in crime-prone neighborhoods by 0.32,
not having suitable housing for living by 0.28,
lack of facilities and services by 0.27, high
unemployment in the city by 0.23, population
density and industrialization by 0.22,
inappropriate urban governance by 0.19, high
stress in urban life by 0.12, and lack of green
spaces in cities by 0.07 affect suicide.
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