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The present study aims to evaluate the potential for rural tourism development
in the rural districts of the central part of Kohgiluyeh County, located in
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province. By identifying and classifying various
aspects of rural tourism development, the study seeks to group the villages with
tourism potential and represent their spatial distribution through classified maps.
Because these capacities are not distributed uniformly in all villages of the
county, it is necessary to identify and group villages that are susceptible to
tourism development based on different aspects of this type of tourism. Using
library research methods, expert opinions from university scholars and tourism
specialists in the province and Kohgiluyeh County in relation to determining the
criteria and sub-criteria of rural tourism, and also conducting field surveys with
the support of available regional maps, four main criteria and 46 sub-criteria
were identified. These include the natural criterion with 13 sub-criteria, the
agricultural criterion with 9 sub-criteria, the historical, religious and socio-
cultural criterion with 14 sub-criteria, and the welfare service criterion with 10
sub-criteria. Data on the presence or absence of these sub-criteria for each village
were collected by consulting the Department of Tourism and Cultural Heritage
in Dehdasht or the relevant village authorities. The algebraic sum of the sub-
criteria values for each main criterion was recorded as the numerical value of
that criterion for each village. Using the kernel density spatial analysis method
in a GIS environment, the distribution and density of villages were classified into
three groups-weak, moderate, and relatively well-off -based on their access to
these criteria.The resulting maps indicate that the distribution of tourism
attractions in the study area is uneven across the selected criteria. Among the 75
studied villages, most fall within the "moderate" category in terms of facilities.
The "better" villages in terms of natural and agricultural criteria are concentrated
in the northeast of the region. However, the distribution of historical and service-
related criteria shows more variation across the villages of the study area. Of
course, the better-off villages also do not have suitable tourism conditions.
Because, deficiencies are still observed in some of their sub-criteria.
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Tourism is recognized as one of the largest and
fastest growing industries in the world. This
industry not only serves as a significant source
of income for countries, but also acts as a bridge
between cultures and nations. In recent years,
tourism has become one of the main pillars of
the global economy and has profound effects on
the economic, social and cultural development
of various societies. Tourism plays a pivotal
role in fostering the economic development of
a country. As a significant source of income, it
can substantially contribute to the nation's
GDP. Tourism encompasses a variety of forms,
including military, rural, health, sports,
religious, archaeological, nature-based, and
global tourism. Within rural tourism, traditional
agriculture alone has often been insufficient to
meet the diverse demands of consumers.
Consequently, rural tourism has emerged as a
mechanism to revitalize socio-economic
development, enhance declining rural
productivity, and offer tourists the experience
of rural landscapes. Rural tourism leverages
natural resources and modern economic
developments in rural areas to create a unique
form of tourism. It holds great potential for
boosting local income and generating
employment opportunities for communities,
while also attracting visitors with its distinctive
appeal. In many countries, rural tourism has
significantly contributed to local, national, and
even global economic and social development.
However, in Iran, this potential remains
underutilized. To effectively harness this
capability, it is essential to prioritize the
development of rural areas with high tourism
potential and establish strategic plans aligned
with  sustainable  development  goals.
Ultimately, identifying tourism potential is a
crucial step towards sustainable development,
heritage preservation, and increased economic
and social well-being.  Without this
identification, investments will be pointless and
may lead to undesirable outcomes and
irreparable losses.

This research adopts a combination of
descriptive and analytical methods and is
applied in nature. The objective is to identify
the types of rural tourism attractions, their

characteristics, and sub-criteria to determine
the most suitable areas for rural tourism
development within the studied regions. Data
collection methods include both documentary
research and fieldwork. Spatial pattern analysis
was conducted using ArcGIS version 10.7
software, employing the interpolation method
with the polynomial kernel density estimation
model of the fifth degree (bounded). In
addition, field surveys were conducted with the
help of available maps of the region, including
tourism, water resources, topography, and land
use maps, to identify appropriate criteria and
sub-criteria in line with the study objectives.
Finally, four main criteria and 46 sub-criteria
were selected and used as described. The
present study aims to assess the feasibility of
rural tourism development capabilities in the
western and eastern suburban villages of the
central part of Kohgiluyeh County, in
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad Province. It
aims to identify and classify appropriate and
effective criteria, sub-criteria, and indicators for
rural tourism development in this region, group
villages susceptible to tourism development in
relation to each of the introduced criteria and
sub-criteria, and classify their spatial
distribution in the form of maps.

The study, utilizing geo-statistical and
graphical models, reveals that the distribution
of tourist attractions in the study area is uneven
when evaluated against four primary criteria:
natural, agricultural, historical-cultural-social,
and welfare services. Most tourist attractions
are concentrated in the eastern Dehdasht
district. However, the findings also indicate that
the studied rural areas lack adequate tourism
facilities, such as accommodations,
entertainment venues, markets, and other
essential services. For instance, in terms of
accommodation, these rural areas do not
provide suitable lodging options for tourists,
which limits their potential as tourist
destinations. This highlights the need for
investment in and enhancement of tourism
infrastructure. The zoning map, which
categorizes the tourism potential of the studied
rural areas into three levels poor, medium, and
rich serves as a guide for investors and planners
to identify optimal locations for development.
Given the ongoing decline in rural populations,
diversifying the rural economy, fostering
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economic prosperity in local communities, and
promoting sustainable rural development are
crucial objectives. Strengthening local identity
through these efforts further enhances their
significance.

Conclusion

The research findings indicate that the study
area is relatively suitable for rural tourism
development, with the majority of tourist
attractions situated in the eastern Dehdasht
district, specifically in Toulian, Zargham Abad,
Tang Sepo, Kalaye Alia, and Korsai Pirzal. In
addition to natural sub-criteria, these villages

have high capabilities in agricultural and
historical-cultural ~ sub-criteria and are
considered a good option for investment.
However, these areas currently lack adequate
tourism facilities, necessitating focused
attention and improvement. To address this, the
research offers several recommendations,
including empowering local communities,
enhancing infrastructure, fostering economic
development, and preserving local culture and
traditions. These measures aim to create a
sustainable framework for rural tourism
development while promoting economic
prosperity and cultural preservation.
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