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Research Article

Abstract

Introduction: In the ancient periods before Zoroaster, due to the belief in multiple gods and the worship of natural
elements, the moon has always been revered as one of the deities. During the Achaemenian and Sassanian periods,
despite the importance placed on the sun, the moon remained respected, and the decorations of buildings, reliefs,
coins, and the crowns of kings were adorned with crescent moon motifs. In the Islamic era, the crescent moon
symbol has been continuously used on flags, mosque domes, and architectural decorations. It seems that humans
have established a special spiritual connection with the moon, which has always inspired them to create symbols
related to it; so much so that from ancient times to the present, moon symbols have been repeated and revitalized
in every period. Therefore, deciphering the meanings of moon symbols in both pre-Islamic and Islamic eras
highlights the necessity of this research.

Methodology: This study employs an interpretative-historical approach, with a qualitative paradigm. The search
is narrative and holistic, collecting data through documentary studies, and for a number of motifs and moonlight
spaces related to the Islamic era, field observations have been conducted. Among the travelogues studied, Chardin's
travelogue has been selected for advancing this research, as it contains references to moonlight spaces. Regarding
the significance of the moon in ancient times, selected passages from religious texts such as the Yashts, prayers,
and the Avesta serve as primary sources; for understanding the significance of the moon in the Islamic era,
references to the Holy Quran have been made. In terms of moon, symbols, architecture, mythology, and arabesque
patterns, secondary sources include books, articles, and research related to these fields.

Due to the qualitative nature of this research, the statistical population consists of case samples, including motifs
from before Islam, such as reliefs, stuccos, and designs from the Sassanian and Achaemenian periods; as well as
Islamic motifs from mosque decorations and carpet designs. Additionally, case samples of moonlight spaces from
the Islamic period, specifically from the Safavid and Qajar eras, have been collected.

Results: The study aims to examine the significance of the moon in ancient and Islamic eras and its impact on
architectural decorations. The extraction of moon symbols and the explanation of how these symbols are reflected
in Iranian art and architecture, both in the pre-Islamic and Islamic periods, are key focuses.

Research Questions: What has been the significance of the moon in ancient and Islamic eras that has led to its
representation in the decorations of buildings throughout different periods? What are the symbols of the moon?
Can intertwined and arabesque motifs be related to moon symbols?

Conclusion: The light of the moon in the darkness of night has been the only source of illumination; the moonlight
space in Iranian architecture signifies the importance of the moon's position. The moon, due to its periodic changes,
has always been associated with growth, change, movement, and renewal. Moon symbols include geometric,
animalistic, and botanical symbols. Through imagination, humans have created abstract lines from elements that
symbolize the moon, resulting in intertwined motifs. These motifs have been used since ancient times and have
undergone an evolutionary process throughout history; such that in the Islamic era they reached their peak of
evolution and formed arabesques.
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