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Abstract

This study was conducted with a descriptive-analytical approach and using the Bibliometric Analysis
method and the VOSviewer tool. The aim of the research is to outline the scientific structure of
published studies and discover the co-occurrence networks of keywords in the field of supply chain
and competitive advantage in the food industry. A total of 245 articles related to the specified
keywords were extracted and analyzed using the VOSviewer software. The analyses included mapping
the co-occurrence of keywords, the dispersion of domains, and examining the relationship of research
concepts in the scientific literature. The findings show that the greatest focus of research in the 2010s
and more was in the areas of competitive advantage, financial performance, shareholder value, and
supply chain capabilities. Also, the words "financial performance," "innovation," and "effectiveness"
were the most frequent concepts in the co-occurrence network. The results of this study, while
highlighting research gaps, can help researchers identify scientific trends and food industry managers
formulate strategic policies..
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
This research provides a comprehensive bibliometric and systematic review of studies on supply chain
management, financial performance, shareholder value, and competitive advantage between 2000 and
2024. The unprecedented pace of global economic transformation and the increasing complexity of
organizational supply chains have made it crucial to evaluate how these concepts interact. Given the
growing necessity for innovation and adaptability in production systems, the study seeks to map
scientific trends, authors’ contributions, and methodological approaches shaping this field. The
underlying motivation is to reveal patterns of development, collaboration, and research evolution that
can guide future strategic management and academic discourse.

Methodology

The research adopted a descriptive—analytical design using bibliometric and systematic review
methods based on the PRISMA protocol. Data were retrieved from major international databases such
as Web of Science and Google Scholar, as well as reputable Iranian scientific portals — SID,
NoorMags, and Maglran — to encompass both English and Persian literature. Keywords included
“supply chain,” “financial performance,” “shareholder value,” and “competitive advantage.” After
applying filtering criteria (language, full-text accessibility, type of study, and publication year), 815
documents were initially identified; following verification, 245 high-quality articles were included for
final analysis. Quantitative metrics were derived from co-word networks, frequency distributions, and
funnel plots assessing publication bias and research homogeneity.

Findings

Results demonstrated that publication activity in this domain has followed a fluctuating yet upward
trend, peaking around 2018, with a temporary decline thereafter. Most of the research (60%) adopted a
quantitative approach, while 39% employed qualitative and 1% mixed methods. Regarding authorship,
81% of contributors held Ph.D. degrees and were affiliated with universities, signifying the scientific
maturity of this research field. The topic distribution revealed concentration in supply chain capability
(27%), performance (20%), shareholder value (20%), competitive advantage (16%), and supply chain
management (17%). Co-word analysis illustrated the centrality of “financial performance” within the
keyword network, strongly correlated with “innovation,” “efficiency,” and “management.” Sampling
approaches diversified, with cluster-based sampling being the most prevalent (36%). Diagnostic tests
confirmed no significant publication bias, supporting the reliability of the dataset.

Discussion

The bibliometric mapping underscores the progressive integration of supply chain research with strategic
and financial management domains. The thematic clusters indicate a paradigm shift from operational
efficiency toward sustainability, resilience, and value creation. Moreover, the evolving research hotspots
demonstrate corporate efforts to align supply chain activities with shareholder interests and competitive
differentiation. The predominance of quantitative methodologies highlights an ongoing transition toward
evidence-based decision-making supported by measurable indicators. This evolution mirrors global
organizational trends emphasizing data analytics and cross-functional collaboration as key success factors.

Conclusion

The study concludes that supply chain management increasingly serves as a strategic bridge between
production efficiency and financial viability. Emerging research patterns show that organizations are
redirecting attention toward agility, innovation, and stakeholder value to navigate economic uncertainty.
From a scientific standpoint, the bibliometric analysis identifies “financial performance” as the most
influential thematic anchor, offering a foundation for further empirical exploration. Policymakers and
researchers should prioritize interdisciplinary approaches combining marketing, finance, and operations to
strengthen competitiveness and long-term sustainability. This review not only synthesizes two decades of
scholarly activity but also highlights future directions for enhancing strategic performance through
integrated supply chain systems.
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