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Abstract

The social development of students in education can depend on various factors such as sociability and
communication skills of individuals; therefore, the aim of the present study was to investigate the
relationship between sociability and social development with the mediating role of communication
skills in high school students in the 2018-2019 academic year. The present study is applied in terms of
its purpose and is considered a descriptive-correlational research in terms of the data collection
method. The statistical population included all male and female high school students in Yasuj, from
whom 400 people were selected using a multi-stage cluster sampling method. Participants completed
the Taormina Sociability (1994), Barton Communication Skills (1990), and Wineland Social
Development (1953) questionnaires. The data were analyzed with a structural equation model using
LISREL software. The findings showed that there is a positive and significant relationship between
sociability and social development in students (p < 0.01). The findings also showed that there is a
positive and significant relationship between social acceptance and social development with the
mediating role of communication skills in students (p < 0.01). Finally, social acceptance, mediated by
communication skills, has an indirect and significant effect on students' social development.
Therefore, it can be concluded that social acceptance can affect students' social development both
directly and indirectly through the mediation of communication skills.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Man is a social being who needs to communicate with others; many of the highest human
needs and the development of his talents and abilities can only be realized through
interpersonal interaction and social communication. The prerequisite for social life is
psychological readiness, social skills, self-confidence and the power of social adaptation.
Without a doubt, the most important dimension of an individual's personality from a societal
perspective is the social dimension of personality. Human growth and development in
childhood in terms of social, emotional, cognitive and physical development has
characteristics, some of which can make the child vulnerable in terms of mental health.
Social behavior forms the foundation of each individual's life, and social development, in
turn, promotes intellectual development and other aspects of individual development.
Socialization means conformity and conformity with group and social rules, values and
attitudes. In this process, individuals learn skills, knowledge and methods of adaptation and
gain the possibility of mutual relationships in a continuous interaction.

One of the most important goals of educating children is to create social adaptation, establish
useful and effective communication, accept social responsibility, and develop self-help
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skills. Meanwhile, some children have difficulty in establishing verbal and non-verbal
communication and social behaviors. Communicating with others enables a child to initiate
their own social interactions. Verbal communication is the use of words to share information
with other people. It can therefore include both spoken and written communication. Another
skill that is important in children is self-directed behavior. Self-directed behavior refers to a
person's performance that is characterized by four criteria: the person's performance is
autonomous and the behaviors are self-regulated, the person accepts responsibility for their
behavior, is accountable for it, and is self-initiated in events.

Among these, one of the most important factors affecting social growth that has been stated
by researchers is organizational socialization. Organizational socialization is the process in
which organizational attitudes, behaviors, and norms are accepted and developed by new
individuals entering the organization. Organizational socialization is related to the content
and process by which an individual adapts to his or her new role in the organization.
Communication skills are another variable discussed in the research as another factor
affecting the social development of students. From a sociological perspective,
communication is one of the most important topics raised and discussed by scientists in this
field. Social scientists have used communication to mean social interaction and have
considered it a factor in human development, and have mentioned its lack as a relative
stagnation in human life and an obstacle to any kind of social interaction.

The main concern of the researchers is to show what the relationship between organizational
socialization is and the mediation of communication skills on the social growth of high
school students in Yasuj and what is the extent of this relationship? In order to answer this
guestion, it will provide suggestions for improving organizational socialization,
communication skills, and social growth of students. Therefore, the present study was
conducted with the aim of designing a causal model of the relationship between socialization
and social growth with an emphasis on the mediating role of social skills.

Materials & Methods

Given that the present study seeks to investigate the mediating role of communication skills
in the relationship between organizational socialization and social growth of high school
students in Yasuj, the study is an applied design in terms of design and a descriptive
correlational research in terms of method. The statistical population was all high school
students in Yasuj who were studying in the academic year 2018-2019, which is 35406
people, and the statistical sample using the Cochran formula included 380 people from all
high school boys and girls. They were selected using a multi-stage cluster sampling method.
Thus, initially, 4 high schools were selected from each of the list of girls' and boys' high
schools in the dual areas of Yasuj as clusters, and then 5 classes from each high school (a
total of 40 classes) and finally 10 students from each class were randomly selected as the
research sample. To collect data, Edgar Dahl's Social Development Questionnaire (1953),
Taormina's Sociability Questionnaire (1994), and Barton's Communication Skills
Questionnaire (1990) were used. In order to analyze the data in the present study, statistics at
two levels, descriptive and inferential, were used. Also, statistical software for social science
data, version 19, and structural linear relationships software, version 8.54, were used to
perform these analyses.

Results

The findings showed that there is a positive and significant relationship between sociability
and social development in students (p < 0.01). The findings also showed that there is a
positive and significant relationship between sociability and social development with the
mediating role of communication skills in students (p < 0.01).
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Discussion and Conclusion

The present study aimed to investigate the mediating effect of communication skills on the
relationship between sociability and social development of students. It can be concluded that
socialization can affect students' social development both directly and indirectly through the
mediation of communication skills. Among the limitations of the present study are the
difficulty of entering schools and the difficulty of coordinating with the education
department of each region to fill out the questionnaires, the failure to complete some
guestionnaires obtained from students, which forced the researcher to duplicate and
distribute a larger number of questionnaires than expected, and the inability to generalize the
results to other provinces and cities. Considering the above, it is suggested that in future
research, the research topic be conducted on special children and the effectiveness of the
research topic in the form of a workshop on communication skills and social development be
examined. It is suggested that the present study be conducted at the provincial and national
levels to provide a clear picture of social development, communication skills, and

sociability.
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