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Research Article

Abstract

Extended abstract Introduction: Humans' inherent desire to be in nature and connect with it has paved the way
for the formation of one of the most important types of tourism, called ecotourism, to meet this human need in the
form of travel. Unfortunately, in spite of the many potentials and opportunities of nature-based tourism in the
outskirts of the cities and metropolises of the country, acceptable accommodation facilities that can provide the
temporary living requirements of the tourists in a decent manner are less visible. Despite the written

Instructions and standards for the design and restoration of ecotourism residences, many of these places have been
built and renovated without regard to technical and engineering principles, and this issue is considered as a serious
factor in reducing the reception of tourists and the decline of ecotourism.

Methodology: In order to achieve the stated goal, a mixed methodology approach based on two qualitative and
quantitative methods was used. The required data by relying on library and field strategies and by reviewing the
background and theoretical foundations of the concepts of biophilic architecture, ecotourism residence, sustainable
ecotourism as well as the presence in the geographical area and the distribution of questionnaires among the eco-
tourists and the implementation a semi-structured interview with a group of specialists and experts have been
obtained. The community answering the five-choice questions of the questionnaire is made up of eco-tourists with
a volume equal to 384 people, and the group participating in the interview is made up of specialists and experts
with a number equal to 19 people, and this number is respectively based on Cochran’s relationship and Theoretical
saturation sampling method is estimated. Results: The results of t-statistics in SPSS indicate the desirability of
biodiversity, variability of senses, indicators in Artin residence, variability of senses, feeling of vitality in Rozhan
residence, changeability of senses, feeling of vitality, attraction in Khurshid residence and the rest of the indicators
have been evaluated as unfavorable with significant values greater than 0.05 and negative t. Also, the statistical
findings emphasize the relative compatibility of the ecotourism residences with the contextual indicators of the
Damavand ecosystem. The results of the qualitative analysis also confirm the statistical findings and indicate the
unfavorable situation of the residences in terms of biophilic indicators. The minimal presence of biophilic
indicators in the selected residences and the 100% non-compliance of these spaces with the ecological conditions
made these complexes not play an effective role in the growth and development of ecotourism.

Explaining the strategies of organizing ecotourism residences in the framework of biophilic architecture with the
approach of sustainable ecotourism development (area of study: Damavand)

Conclusion: Considering the findings, strategies were proposed in order to organize the physical challenges of the
desired residences in the framework of biophilic architecture. With regard to these solutions, it is expected that
special measures will be taken by the custodian and involved institutions in order to organize these spaces in order
to provide conditions for economic improvement and prosperity, local and rural employment, nature protection
and local lifestyle. It is hoped that this article will be a theoretical basis for the studies and researches that are
supposed to be carried out about accommaodation infrastructures and their role in the development and prosperity
of tourism.
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