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Review of Socio—economical challenges on forest quality and
guantity condition (Case study: Yakhkesh Region)

Abbas Aghaei Azad'*, Mohammad Amouzad Mahdiraji*, Abbas Alipour Nakhi"

Abstract

The presence of around one million people in 3,400 settlements within and on the
outskirts of the northern forests of the country represents the most significant challenge
in forest management. In Iran, due to primitive agriculture and livestock farming, along
with adverse climatic conditions, the villagers living on the forest margins experience
relative poverty. This study aims to investigate the socio-economic issues and their
impacts on the forest within the boundaries of three villages: Yakhkesh, Pajim, and Zalt.
In this study, socio-economic data were collected through face-to-face interviews with
65 household heads, based on which gross and net income, household expenses,
education levels, and their impact on the forest were examined. Additionally, forest
characteristics and the extent of quantitative and qualitative damage inflicted on trees
and forest areas were measured through 528 sample plots. The results of the study and
the examination of vegetation cover maps from different periods indicate that
deforestation for agricultural land expansion has existed in the past. The most
significant damages inflicted on trees were categorized into four main types: topping,
wounding, crown cutting, and girdling. Data analysis was conducted using correlation
studies and comparisons between variables through parametric and non-parametric
statistics using the Chi-square method to determine the relationship between forest
parameters and household parameters. It was established that there is a significant
relationship between some of the various socio-economic variables and factors
contributing to forest degradation.

Keywords: socio-Economical, Forest degradation, Agriculture, Herders, Income.
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