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Abstract

Introduction: The purpose of this research was to examine the fit of the
structural model of interpersonal sensitivity based on traumatic childhood
experiences with regard to the mediating role of feelings of failure and
disappointment in female students in medical students of the Islamic Azad
University of Qom Province.

Methods: As a fundamental study, the current research was descriptive-
correlational in which the structural equation modeling was used. The
statistical population of the research comprised all female medical students
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| g - of the Islamic Azad University of Qom Province who were studying in the
:"_—T-;ﬁ u"-'& academic year 2022-2023. The sample size comprised 200 individuals who
(= R were included in the research through available sampling method. Bernstein

et al.'s childhood trauma questionnaire (2003), Boyce and Parker's
interpersonal sensitivity measure (1989), Gilbert and Allen's feeling of
failure questionnaire (1998) and Beck's hopelessness scale (1974) were
directly used to collect and analyze the data. The collected data were
analyzed by correlation matrix and structural equation modeling. SPSS 26
and pls3 software were used for data analysis.

Findings: The findings of the research showed that the indicators of the
proposed model had an acceptable fit. The results showed that at 0.95% level
of confidence, feeling of failure and disappointment had a direct effect on
interpersonal sensitivity of female students, and traumatic childhood
experience had no direct effect on interpersonal sensitivity. Bootstrap
results indicated that traumatic childhood experience had an indirect effect
on the interpersonal sensitivity of female students mediated by feeling of
failure.

Conclusion:Traumatic childhood experience and feeling of failure and
disappointment in female medical students of Islamic Azad University of
= Qom Province can directly and indirectly affect interpersonal sensitivity.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Interpersonal sensitivity is a concept
defined by Boyce and Parker (1989) as
redundant and excessive sensitivity to the
behavior and feelings of others. This concept
has also been suggested as sensitivity to
social feedback, being wary of other people's
reactions, worrying too much about other
people's behavior and thoughts, and fearing
real criticism. Interpersonal sensitivity has
been identified as a feeling of personal
inadequacy and frequent misinterpretations
about the behavior of others, non-bold
actions and avoidant interpersonal
relationships (1). Extensive studies have
shown that high interpersonal sensitivity is
related to neuroticism, low self-esteem,
onset and recurrence of depression, and
social incompatibility (5). Also, another
factor that can be effective in creating
interpersonal sensitivity is traumatic
childhood experiences. Traumatic childhood
experience is a general term that can include
things such as physical abuse and violence,
sexual abuse, and emotional trauma (6)
Unhappy experiences in some periods,
including childhood, have the greatest role
on people's mental issues and can cause
them to experience severe mental crises (9).
The role of traumatic childhood experiences
has been confirmed as a hidden factor in
mental disorders. Traumatic childhood
experiences include abuse, inattention and
exposure to violence (10). Childhood
difficulties lead to the damage of different
nervous, physical, psychological and
emotional systems (11).

On the other hand, one of the factors that can
affect the interpersonal sensitivity of people
is the feeling of failure (15). The feeling of
failure occurs when a person encounters an
unexpected failure or obstacle in achieving a
desired goal that he/she expects to achieve,
and tolerating failure refers to the ability to
tolerate these unpleasant feelings (16).

The feeling of failure follows a situation
called impossible escape, in such a way that
the person initially feels defeated and seeks
to escape, but cannot, and then experiences
a feeling of failure (17). Also,
disappointment is one of the other things

that can affect the people’s level of
interpersonal sensitivity. In today's world,
complex emotional and psychological issues
are plaguing the human being, which affect
someone’s paths of progress and excellence,
and sometimes make a dynamic and
passionate person low and depressed. One of
these negative feelings is disappointment,
which sometimes may involve a person so
much that it threatens his life and affects
different areas of life (20). Disappointmentis
a negative attitude towards someone’s self,
the world and the future, for which various
definitions can be considered (21).
According to Schneider's theory,
disappointment is a shocking state that
manifests with a feeling of helplessness and
disinterest in life. Due to disappointment,
the person becomes highly deactivated and
cannot measure his life’s opportunities, and
as a result, loses the power to adapt to
changes in life. It should be noted that
disappointed people face different life
problems and do not find a solution to their
problems in stressful situations (22).
Considering the importance of the above
points as well as addressing students' issues
in educational environments, it was felt
necessary to conduct broad research on the
aforementioned variables.

Considering the review of the related
literature, no model was found to be fit and
have examined the prediction of
interpersonal sensitivity based on traumatic
childhood experiences mediated by the
feelings of failure and disappointment in
female students; thus, it was felt necessary to
carry out this research in this regard to take
a step towards filling the gap in literature. In

this vein, this research attempts to find
answer to the following question: Is the
structural modeling of interpersonal
sensitivity fit based on traumatic childhood
experiences mediated by the feeling of
failure and disappointment in female
medical students?

Methods

As a fundamental study, the current research
was descriptive-correlational in which the
structural equation modeling was used. The
statistical population of the research
comprised all female medical students of the
Islamic Azad University of Qom Province

Quarterly Journal of Women and Society. 2024; 15 (59): 16-33 AN



Sarkeshikiyan et al

who were studying in the academic year
2022-2023. Bernstein et al's traumatic
childhood experiences questionnaire
(2003), Boyce and Parker's interpersonal
sensitivity measure (1989), Gilbert and
Allen's feeling of failure questionnaire
(1998) and Beck's hopelessness scale
(1974) were directly used to collect and
analyze the data.

The inclusion criteria comprised voluntary
participation and personal consent to
participate in the research, being a female
student of one of the fields of medical
sciences, and being in the age range of 18-50
years; on the other hand, the exclusion
criteria comprised not completing the
questionnaires, creating chaos in the
research process and not spending enough
time to participate in the research. Ethical
considerations of the research comprised
providing the participants with written
information about the research, assuring the
participants of the confidentiality of the
obtained information and using it only for
research  purposes, the participants’
voluntary participation in the study, not
registering their full name to keep their
privacy, and obtaining written consent from
the participants before collecting the data.

Regarding the inferential statistics and
hypotheses testing, correlation matrix and
structural equation modeling were used,
also SPSS 26 and pls3 software were used for
fit of the model.

Findings

The results showed that the relationship
between traumatic childhood experiences
and interpersonal sensitivity (r = 141.0, p <
0.05) was positive and significant. Also, the
relationship between traumatic childhood
experiences and feeling of failure (r = 399.0,
p < 0.01), the relationship between
traumatic childhood experiences and
feelings of hopelessness (r =425.0, p < 0.01),
the relationship between feelings of
hopelessness and interpersonal sensitivity
(r = 258.0, p < 0.01), the relationship
between feeling of failure and interpersonal
sensitivity (r = .313, p < 0.01) was positive
and significant.

The results of the structural equation

modeling showed that the path of traumatic
childhood experiences to interpersonal

sensitivity ( = 0.024, T = 0.0326, p < 0.01)
was insignificant and rejected; the path of
traumatic childhood experiences to feeling
of failure ($ =.607, T=12.093,p < 0.01) was
significant and confirmed; the path of
traumatic  childhood experiences to
disappointment (=390, T =5.853,p < 0.01)
was significant and confirmed; the path of
disappointment to interpersonal sensitivity
(B=0.166, T=2.156, p < 0.01) was significant
and confirmed, and the path of feelings of
failure to interpersonal sensitivity (§ = 430,
T =5.417, p < 0.01) p) was confirmed and
significant.

As can be seen, the indirect path of traumatic
childhood experiences mediated by the
feeling of failure on interpersonal sensitivity
(B = 0.261, T=5.153.261, p <0.01) was
significant and confirmed; also, the indirect
path of traumatic childhood experiences
mediated by the feeling of disappointment
on interpersonal sensitivity (f =065, T =
2.059, p < 0.01) was significant and
confirmed. The results showed that the
model has a good fit. Also, the coefficient of
determination of the estimated model for
interpersonal sensitivity, disappointment
and feeling of failure was estimated and
reported as 0.295, 0.152 and 0.369,
respectively.

Discussion

The purpose of this research was to examine
the fit of the assumed model of the structural
modeling of interpersonal sensitivity based
on traumatic childhood experiences
mediated by the feeling of failure and
disappointment in female medical students.
The results showed that the assumed model
had a good fit and that traumatic childhood
experiences had an indirect effect on the
interpersonal sensitivity of female students
mediated by feelings of failure and
disappointment in female medical students.
Like other studies, this research had some
limitations, the most important of which
being available sampling. Also, psychological
characteristics of the participants may have
affected the results.

The sample of the study included only female
students, and considering the socio-cultural
factors, this may have affected the
generalization of the results at the ethnic
and national levels. In the current research,
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variables such as parents' educational level,
social class, economic conditions and marital
status were not controlled, which could be
potentially influential factors.

It should also be considered that the results
of the current research depend on self-
reporting tools such as questionnaires, and
this can be along with subsequent
downsides such as misrepresentation of
responses. Also, the sample of this study
included only students, and hence, it is
suggested that further studies on other
communities be conducted in order to
enhance the generalizability of the results of
the present study.

Conclusion

Traumatic childhood experience and feeling
of failure and disappointment in female
medical students of Islamic Azad University
of Qom Province can directly and indirectly
affect interpersonal sensitivity..
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