(2

Journal of Research and Urban Planning

Rsectroy andd
(2(’64” (Wmanln’

Autumn 2025. Vol 16, Issue 62
ISSN (Print): 2228-5229 ISSN (Online): 2476-3845
https://sanad.iau.ir/journal/jupm

Research Paper

Feasibility of Intervention Methods in Regeneration of Dilapidated Areas (Case Study

of Yousef Abad Neighborhood of Tabriz)

Arya Dezhban: M.S, Department of Architecture and urban planning, Faculty of architecture and urban planning, Tabriz
Islamic Art University, Tabriz, Iran

Hamed Beyti ": Assistant professor, Department of Architecture and urban planning, Faculty of architecture and urban
planning, Tabriz Islamic Art University, Tabriz, Iran

ARTICL EINFO

Abstract

Received:2024/03/11
Accepted:2024/05/06
PP: 71-86

Use your device to scan
and read the article
online

Keywords: Dilapidated
areas, Urban Regeneration,

Intervention Strategies,
Tabriz

In recent decades, the dilapidated urban fabric of the city of Tabriz, particularly
the Yusefabad neighborhood, has faced numerous economic and social
challenges such as poverty and crime. The unsuccessful experience of the
government's forced interventions in renewing these areas prompted this study
to evaluate and prioritize intervention strategies in the dilapidated Yusefabad
neighborhood with an emphasis on public participation. The main objective of
this research is to assess the feasibility of revitalization strategies in the
dilapidated Yusefabad neighborhood, focusing on public participation. This
study falls into the category of quantitative research, utilizing a descriptive-
analytical methodology. Initially, a questionnaire was developed and three
Delphi groups were formed. Data analysis was conducted using mean values and
a one-sample t-test in the SPSS software environment. According to the one-
sample t-test, participatory methods scored the highest in terms of satisfaction.
By combining indices and creating new variables, variables related to
participation, incremental housing, infill development, empowerment, and
consolidation had the highest means and were prioritized based on the degree of
public participation. The consistency of the analyses in selecting participatory
methods underscores the importance of interaction between officials and
residents, group activities in executive affairs, and the strengthening of residents'
sense of responsibility toward their living environment. In this context, special
attention must be given to engaging citizens in research, design, and
implementation. This research, aside from its scientific innovation and solution
provision, has practical applicability and could yield positive political, security,
social, and cultural outcomes.
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Introduction

In recent decades, with the expansion of
urbanization, the phenomenon of dilapidated
marginal areas has become a significant
challenge for urban planners. Due to the
residence of low-income groups in these areas,
residents alone did not have the ability to
renovate, considering safety principles, and this
has become the basis for numerous social,
cultural, and security problems in these areas.
Considering the substantial portion of
dilapidated marginal areas in Tabriz located on
the northern fault of the city, such events can
lead to irreparable financial and human losses.
Despite the mentioned challenges, there has
been no research on the most appropriate
methods for the regeneration of dilapidated
areas in Tabriz, and few related articles have
only focused on identifying the dilapidated
areas of Tabriz city. Furthermore, most of these
studies have examined the historical dilapidated
areas of the city, especially in the eighth
municipality of Tabriz, leaving a gap in studies
related to dilapidated areas in marginal zones.
This research can serve as an effective model
for future studies. The ultimate goal of this
research is to gather information on various
intervention strategies in Tabriz's dilapidated
areas and select the most suitable method based
on the city's situation. The research question
also revolves around this, asking among various
intervention strategies in Tabriz's dilapidated
areas, what is the most suitable method for
implementation?

Methodology

The study area in this research is the dilapidated
areas of the Yousef Abad neighborhood in
Tabriz. This neighborhood is located on the
northern fault of the city and poses challenges
to assistance in times of crisis due to narrow
streets and unsafe buildings. This qualitative
research used a descriptive-analytical method.
In the first stage, the research literature was
formed using library resources, and research
components were extracted. Subsequently, to
conduct a detailed analysis, a questionnaire was
developed, and three Delphi groups were
formed. In the first stage, the questionnaire
items were confirmed by 5 university
professors. In the second round, 15 experts in
the professional field were questioned to ensure
the compatibility of responses between the

statistical populations employed in the
university and the job market. After reviewing
the consistency of the two past analyses, in the
third stage, the questionnaire was administered
to 15 members of the academic faculty and
postgraduate students for the final analysis. In
all three stages, the reliability was assessed
using Cronbach's alpha test, and satisfactory
coefficients above (.70 were achieved. The
questionnaire was also revised based on faculty
approval for validity. Given the research goal of
assessing the feasibility of various strategies
and selecting the most suitable method, one-
sample t-tests and means were employed for
statistical ~ analysis.  Although,  before
conducting them, the Kolmogorov-Smirnov
test was used to check the normality of the data
distribution. After ensuring the normality of the
data, a one-sample t-test was performed.

Results and Discussion

In the initial phase, the results of the one-
sample t-test in the SPSS software environment
showed that the participation solution indices
had a significantly higher difference from the
average of, T =3, which drew the attention of
experts. However, in other solutions, this level
of satisfaction did not exist in a way that in
empowerment, infill development, and
incremental  housing  methods,  despite
obtaining high scores in some indices, the
participation solution was at the forefront.
Regarding the consolidation solution, however,
the scoring was not at a desirable level, and in
some cases, the indices were close to the
midpoint in grading. In terms of the average
test, the participation solution gained the
highest average, and subsequently, the
incremental housing, infill development,
empowerment, and Land readjustment scheme
solutions were placed in the following ranks.

Conclusion

Consistency in the opinions of the two expert
groups in choosing the participation solution
indicates the very high importance of
interaction between officials and residents.
Because previous experiences of regenerating
dilapidated areas that have sometimes led to
aggressive  confrontations and  forced
relocations have not proven useful. On the other
hand, the group activity of citizens in executive
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affairs and construction, as well as the sense of
responsibility of residents for their living place,
increases attachment to the location and
prevents the occurrence of social, economic,
and cultural abnormalities. In this regard, the
participation solution can be an appropriate
response to solving the problem of dilapidated
areas in Tabriz, and it is necessary to pay
special attention to citizens' participation in
various studies, design, and implementation. To
achieve this solution, the potential capacities of
facilitation offices and people's organizations
need to be utilized. Because the main objective
of this article is to analyze and prioritize
intervention strategies for deteriorated urban
areas from the perspective of local community
participation in renovation. Facilitation offices
serve as a bridge between citizens and
government officials, playing a significant role
in raising awareness and promoting the
rehabilitation of these areas. Citizen
participation through attending design meetings
helps designers understand their lifestyle and
prevents the construction of inappropriate

spaces for this segment of the population.
Additionally, citizen experience can be utilized
during the implementation phase, and in some
cases, residents' involvement can expedite the
construction process. This study, besides
providing positive scientific outcomes and
realistic solutions to address the problem of
deteriorated urban areas in Yusefabad, Tabriz,
also has positive political, economic, and social
impacts, ensuring the security of this part of the
city. The recommendations presented in this
study are not limited to the primary strategy of
limited participation but also offer practical
ideas for other suggested approaches. These
include  removing legal  barriers to
consolidation, promoting and advertising
facilitation offices and city municipalities to
better familiarize the public with incremental
housing, infill development, and empowerment
strategies, granting limited decision-making
powers to local communities, and creating and
strengthening non-governmental organizations
to raise citizen awareness about safety and
hygiene issues.
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