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PP: 205-220 : planning To actualize rural tourism, according to each region, the upcoming
¢ obstacles should be identified and suitable solutions should be adopted in line with
: them. The rural areas around Darian dam in Paveh county are known as one of the
Use your device to scan and : tourist areas which, in addition to natural capacities, hasspecial importance due to
read the article online ¢ the creation of Darian dam and lake. The purpose of this research is to identify and
: analyze the challenges and strategies of tourism development in the rural areas
¢ around Darian Dam. The research method is applied in terms of purpose and in
: terms of the nature of data collection, it is a survey based on questionnaire and
: interview technique. The statistical population of the research is made up of the
¢ residents of three villages around the dam, including Hajij, Dariyan and Vera.
: Their population was equal to 1298 people and based on Cochran's formula, the
: sample size was calculated as 296 people. The validity of the questionnaire was
: confirmed through the elite community and the reliability was also confirmed
: through Cronbach's alpha with a coefficient of 0.79. The result of the T-Tech test
¢ of a sample confirmed that the changes in tourism in the villages with the
: construction of the dam were at a significant level of less than 0.05 and the average
: was 2.79, which indicates the poor condition and lack of influence of the dam in
: the development of tourism in the villages. In addition, the result showed that local
: people have pointed out more than 21 challenges in the field of rural tourism
: development, which using factor analysis in five challenges including
¢ infrastructure (31.820 percent), management (21.314 percent), education and
: Supportive (18.832 percent), financial (7.399 percent) and environmental (5.241
: percent) are categorized. The most important tourism development strategies in
: order to solve the challenges were identified as including the development of
: services and infrastructure (31.608 percent), investment and prosperity of
: economic activities (27.033 percent), and cultural and media activities (8.925
: percent).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

There are many capacities in the field of
tourism development at the territorial and
regional level, which requires a detailed
understanding of the capacities and obstacles.
The development of any region is based on its
capacities, and one of the parts of the
development of each region is its tourism
capacity. Considering the environmental
restrictions in many areas in the direction of the
development of industries and agriculture, it
seems that the tourism strategy can be very
useful in the development of areas that are
facing challenges. In this regard, in the first
stage, it is very important to know the capacities
and tourist attractions of each region. Then the
obstacles and problems in the region are
known; Because many obstacles and issues of
tourism development are rooted in regional and
local planning. In this research, the Paveh
county and the villages around Dariyan Dam
have been emphasized. Paveh county in
Kermanshah province is known as one of the
regions that has many tourist villages due to its
historical and natural attractions. The
geographical location and the existence of
various attractions, especially ecotourism
attractions, have provided a special place for
this county to attract tourists in the rural part.
Dariyan Dam has been built in this county, and
due to the creation of this dam, new tourism
resources have been formed.

In addition to these sources, the villages around
the dam and the lake, including the villages of
Hajij, Dariyan and Vera, are considered tourist
villages that have various natural, historical and
cultural attractions. Certainly, due to the
construction of the dam, the surrounding rural
areas have been affected by it, and one of the
parts of this impact can be tourism. Therefore,
considering the importance of rural tourism
development in the study area, as well as the
resources created for tourism development,
considering the creation of the Dariyan Dam
and its lake, as well as the connection of the
villages with the studied dam, it seems that the
examination of the challenges and strategies of
tourism development has The importance and
necessity is undeniable. Considering this
importance and necessity, the aim of this
research is to identify and analyze the
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challenges and strategies of tourism
development in the rural areas around the
Dariyan Dam, so that by knowing this
framework, it can contribute to its tourism
development.

Methodology

The descriptive-analytical research method is
in-depth and based on survey data using
interviews and questionnaires. In the first stage,
by using the interview technique, the obstacles
to the development of tourism in rural areas are
known from the people's point of view. The
sample size at this stage was 20 people from the
target villages in this research; The statistical
population of the research consists of the
residents of three tourist villages of Hajij,
Dariyan and Vera, which have a population of
over 1285 people. Based on Cochran's formula,
the sample size was calculated as 296 people at
a 95% confidence level. Questioning was done
at the level of rural people and randomly.
Validity through elites and reliability of the tool
was confirmed through Cronbach's alpha
coefficient at the level of 0.79. Finally, after
collecting the data, they were integrated and
exploited using SPSS statistical software. To
analyze the data, one-sample t-test and factor
analysis were used.

Results and Discussion

The measurement of tourism changes in
villages with the creation of a dam through the
T-Tech test shows that the investigated
indicators were significant at the level of less
than 0.05 and equal to 0.000. Examining the
average index of people's satisfaction with the
development of village tourism with the
construction of a dam shows that people's
satisfaction with the tourism of villages with the
construction of a dam is not favorable. Also,
according to the index of the state of tourism
facilities, according to the average of 2.03,
improvement in this field has not happened
even with the construction of dams in the
villages. The status of the indicator of the
number of tourists visiting tourist attractions
with the construction of the dam also shows an
average status with an average of 3.26. In fact,
with the construction of the dam, the amount of
visits to the dam and surrounding villages is in
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an average condition. In addition, the result
shows that with the construction of the dam, the
tourist attractions to attract tourists in the region
and the surrounding villages have improved,
and the average is 4.01, which shows this point.
The dam itself and its lake are known as the
most important attraction for attracting tourists.
In general, the study of the changes in rural
tourism with the construction of the dam shows
that a significant situation has not occurred.
The result of the research shows that various
challenges play a role in the development of
tourism in the surrounding villages, which can
be divided into five important categories,
including infrastructural, managerial,
educational-supportive, financial and
environmental challenges. The analysis shows
that the lack of responsibility of the Ministry of
Energy towards the development of
infrastructure after the dam's dewatering;
Failure to provide special credits for the growth
of the tourism sector; The lack of
accommodation for tourists to stay and the lack
of risk-taking among villagers in terms of
tourism businesses due to the lack of support
are known as the most important influencing
factors in the field of tourism development,
which have created the main challenges. In fact,
the mentioned factors have been influential in
the lack of development of rural tourism in the
region after the construction of the dam.

The result shows that it is appropriate to the
challenges facing the development of rural
tourism, but there are also strategies that can be
used to solve problems and problems by relying
on the existing capacities. These strategies
include the development of tourism services
and infrastructure, investment and promotion of
activities, cultural and media activities,
activation of local management in the field of
tourism, support of regional tourism related
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organizations and diversification of tourist
attractions  (creating human attractions).
construction) are These strategies have been
designed from various cultural, service, social,
management and infrastructure aspects and
therefore indicate that there are many capacities
in the rural tourism of the region that can be
exploited in order to improve the existing
situation.

Conclusion

In general, with the construction of the dam,
rural and regional tourism has not changed,
while there should have been changes in some
indicators such as the amount of tourists,
improvement of facilities and infrastructure,
creation of some jobs and activities related to
tourism. These developments are relevant in
terms of the micro-goals of building dams in a
region, along with its macro-goals. It seems that
like many development projects, micro (local)
goals have been ignored under the shadow of
macro goals, and with the creation of a barrier,
managers and officials have become indifferent
to their implementation. In the end, this issue
has not affected the various economic sectors of
the surrounding villages, including tourism.
According to the results of the research, it is
suggested that 1- Tourism development
services and infrastructures be planned and
implemented with the participation of the
Ministry of Energy and Tourism in the region.
2- Activities related to tourism, including
handicrafts, agriculture, etc., with allocation
Special credits should be planned for the
villagers of the region. 3- In order to attract
tourists and develop tourism, advertising and
media activities are very necessary to introduce
the tourism capacities of villages and Dariyan
Dam.
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