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Abstract:

Political authority and its origins are fundamental issues in the formation of a
political community. Christian theologians, in accordance with their worldview and
the ideology based on it, have sought to provide a coherent theory in this regard.
Among them, Catholic thinkers throughout different eras have held varying
opinions. The central question of this research is the basis of the political authority
of Jesus Christ and his successors, in addition to religious authority, within Catholic
Christianity. This study is conducted using a documentary-analytical method and
examines the views of various scholars from different periods of Catholicism. It
demonstrates that many of them believe that any form of political legitimacy
originates from God, who is the absolute ruler of the universe. He is the one who has
delegated the right of sovereignty and political authority to Jesus Christ and, after
His ascension, to His successors, including the apostles and bishops, so that they
may either govern themselves or legitimize the rule of kings. Therefore, any form of
governance that is not based on these two foundations is considered illegitimate and
unlawful.

Keywords: Political Authority, Legitimacy of Government, Christianity,
Catholicism, Religious Governance.
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