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Abstract

From 2013 to 2023, the United States has followed a clear path in its reaction to China's Silk Road
initiative, gradually shifting from a position of silence and indirect actions to aggressive and
confrontational behaviors regarding China's infrastructure initiative. This article aims to explain
why the United States’ positions towards China's Silk Road initiative have gradually become more
confrontational. In this context, the main question based on the article's descriptive-explanatory
method is: why has the U.S. stance towards the initiative become increasingly confrontational in
the decade following the announcement of the Silk Road initiative (2013-2023)? The response
proposed as a hypothesis to this question is that the increasing confrontational position of the U.S.
towards China's Silk Road initiative is a function of the changing nature of relations between the
two countries from cooperation to competition. This shift has led to a move from President
Obama’s relatively cooperative approach towards the initiative to a competitive stance under
President Trump, followed by an escalation of competition during President Biden’s
administration. The article's findings indicate that, given the evolving U.S. approach to the Belt
and Road Initiative, there remains potential for increased competition with China in the area of
international infrastructure development.
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