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Abstract

Investigating the misunderstandings resulting from the harms of scientific interpretations is
the main issue in the present study; because its consequence in the form of interpretation by
opinion is observed in the quests of some commentators who are engaged in scientific
interpretation and causes deviation from the divine intention. The necessity of critiquing
and analyzing pathological scientific interpretations is to achieve criteria and standards for
evaluating and distinguishing scientific interpretations from non-scientific interpretations.
Therefore, based on the descriptive-analytical method and the help of an intrareligious
approach, the criticism and analysis of the statements of scientific commentators are
addressed. Since the Quran has a nonlinear system, commentators are affected by various
types of disasters in discovering the divine intention. Therefore, in order to prevent deviant
interpretations, the root causes of the harmful factors are identified and multiple harmful
factors are introduced through a list of harms. Data collection in the present study is done
through a library method, and an attempt has been made to examine, criticize, and analyze
the statements and ideas of commentators who have engaged in scientific interpretations
with the help of a descriptive-analytical method and relying on an intra-religious approach.
The main question in the present study is what solutions can be devised to eliminate harmful
factors in the field of scientific interpretations? And what strategies will basically prevent
the interpretations of scientific commentators from deviating and pave their way to
achieving the divine intention and purpose? The objectives of the present study are to
provide practical and applicable frameworks for distinguishing correct scientific
interpretations from incorrect interpretations that only deal with thematic commonalities
and inferences without parallel; Therefore, evaluation and criteria for separating the
complete and incomplete interpretations are among the goals of this research. Therefore, it
is necessary to examine some examples of scientific verses and identify the type of error in
expressing the reasons and intentions. As a result, the scientific interpreter can, in parallel
with the type of damage, choose a strategic weapon that is appropriate to protect himself
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from the consequences of that damage. That is, he should accept the general strategy that is
based on correcting his attitude towards the inherent miracle and the Quran's lack of need
for accidental miracles so that he does not fall into interpretations that lack coherence due
to thematic commonalities. Also, he should place the ultimate strategy that guarantees the
approach to the final goals behind the network connections of verses and chapters in the
path of his interpretative method so that he does not fall into scattered speech, selective
approach, and adaptation. In addition to the basic strategies; Such as: negating the
universality of science, separating scientific theories in terms of certainty, separating the
rules governing the realms of physics and metaphysics, so that it can benefit from the
subsequent sequential errors in its method, content, and consequences through the
correction of its foundations.

Keywords: Types of harm, Scientific interpretation, Interpretation by opinion, Basic
strategies, The order of the Quran

How to Cite: Khoobbin Khoshnaz SK, Hosseini K., Criticism and Pathological
Analysis of Scientific Interpretations with Emphasis on General, Basic and Ultimate
Strategies, Journal of Quranic Studies Quarterly, 2025;16(63): 270-292.




Journal of Quranic Studies Quarterly Volume 16, Issue 63

Islamic Azad University in Jiroft October 2025
hittps://sanad.ian.ir/journal/gsf/ pp. 270-292
Detailed Abstract

Investigating the misunderstandings arising from the harms of scientific
interpretations constitutes the primary focus of the present study, as these harms
often manifest as interpretative choices that deviate from divine intention. This
deviation is particularly evident among certain commentators who engage in
scientific interpretation, resulting in interpretations founded more on personal
opinion than on the original message of the Quran. The necessity for critiquing and
analyzing such pathological interpretations lies in the pursuit of establishing
criteria and standards for effectively evaluating and distinguishing scientific
interpretations from non-scientific ones.

Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology grounded in an intra-religious
approach, this research critically examines and analyzes the statements made by
scientific commentators. Given that the Quran operates within a nonlinear
framework, commentators frequently encounter various challenges that hinder
their ability to uncover the divine intention. To mitigate the risk of deviant
interpretations, the study identifies root causes of harmful factors and compiles a
comprehensive list detailing these harms.

Data for this study were collected through a library-based method, focusing on a
critical examination of the ideas and positions held by commentators who engage
in scientific interpretations. This examination seeks to address the overarching
questions: What solutions can be implemented to eliminate harmful factors in the
area of scientific interpretations? What strategies can effectively prevent the
deviations of scientific commentators, thereby facilitating alignment with the
divine intention and purpose?

The objectives of the present study include the development of practical, applicable
frameworks designed to distinguish correct scientific interpretations from incorrect
ones. This distinction is particularly important for interpretations that rely solely
on thematic commonalities and inferences without coherent parallelism. To achieve
this, the research entails a thorough examination of select examples of scientific
verses from the Quran and an identification of the specific errors present in the
exposition of their meanings and intentions.

As a result, it is posited that scientific interpreters can adopt strategic
methodologies tailored to the nature of the harms they encounter. For instance, they
should cultivate a corrective approach grounded in the understanding of the Quran
as an inherent miracle, independent of coincidental scientific miracles. This
understanding will protect against interpretations that lack coherence due to
superficial thematic connections.

Furthermore, interpreters should implement a strategy that ensures the overarching
objectives are maintained, emphasizing the interconnectedness of verses and
chapters to reinforce their interpretative methodology. This approach will help
prevent the pitfalls of scattered reasoning and selective interpretation.

In addition to the fundamental strategies identified, key recommendations include:
negating the universality of scientific claims, critically distinguishing between
scientific theories based on their degree of certainty, and separating the governing
principles of the physical and metaphysical realms. Such measures will enable
interpreters to learn from sequential errors in methodology, content, and
implications, ultimately guiding them toward a more nuanced and faithful
interpretation of the Quranic text. By addressing these elements, interpreters can
better navigate the complexities of scientific interpretations and align more closely
with the intended divine message.
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