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Analysis and Classification of Curse and Prayer Motifs in Northern
Talish Folk Culture and Literature

Afshin Khanbabazadeh®
Mahnaz Nezami Anbaran™*

Abstract

The curses and prayers of the people of any land are a symbol of the social
customs and spirits and the conflict between the ugliness and beauty of the lives
of those people over time. The study of the curses and prayers in each of the
Iranian dialects is of particular importance, because by studying these types, one
can understand the culture and structures of the society under study, and achieve
a better understanding of the society and the relationships between the
individuals in that society. In this study, common curses and prayers of the
Northern Talish language were collected in the field, and it was found that
Talish speakers open their mouths to curse if they are in situations such as
oppression and unexpected actions, and if they are in situations of expressing
love or responding to the good deeds of others, then they show their feelings
with prayer sentences. Accordingly, the curses were studied and analyzed in
terms such as: requesting death, requesting illness, requesting a decrease in
livelihood, and requesting a bad outcome. The prayers were also divided into
specific situations, such as prayers during travel, work, visiting, for the dead,
condolences, and thanks and gratitude. Examples of each were given, followed
by their transcription and translation.

Keywords: Curse, Prayer, Northern Talish Language, Theme, Oral Literature;
Dialect
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