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Abstract

Phonetic connotations play a fundamental role in expressing the aesthetics of a text. This is
achieved through studying the characteristics of sounds, the repetition of words, and their
correspondence with meaning. Contemporary Iraqi poetry has not been limited to the care of
good meter alone; rather, it has always prioritized meaning. The poet Ibrahim Mustafa Al-
Hamad is an Iraqi literary critic and a member of the Writers and Authors Union in Salah al-
Din. He works as an assistant professor of modern literature and criticism. In his opinion, a
poet must first master classical Arabic poetry and succeed in it before transitioning to any other
poetic style, because classical poetry and its rhythmic cadence are indicators of a poet's true
talent. His poetry possesses a kind of music that can only be perceived through a delicate
sensibility and precise understanding. This inner music is concealed within the essence of
words, structures, and sentences, and it has a unique effect on the listener. This research
focuses on the aesthetics of sound through the connotations of sounds and the characteristics
of poetic sounds. The poetry collection "Two Steps for a Fleeing Moon" was chosen because
of the abundance of sound connotations we observed in its relation to the theme and because
of the significance of these sound techniques in the poet's work. The purpose of this article is
to reveal the aesthetic dimensions of sound and its semantic aspects. The chosen methodology
for this research is the descriptive-analytical inductive approach. In conclusion, we obtained
several findings, including: the poet's attention to rhyme as an important element of the poem.
He used multiple letters in his rhymes, with varying frequency of use of each letter, but he
frequently employed rhymes whose sounds range between intensity and gentleness,
characterized by ease of pronunciation, a light flow, and a pleasant tone that brings comfort to
the listener and motivates them to fulfill their needs. The poet frequently employs the meters
best suited to expressing his purpose and needs, such as the Kamil meter (32%), which appears
in his collection "Two Steps for a Fleeing Moon," the Basit meter (20%), the Wafir meter
(12%), and the Mutaqarib and Khafif meters (8%). The remaining meters comprise the
remaining 4%, reflecting their significant role in the musical structure of Ibrahim Mustafa Al-
Hamad's work.
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Detailed Abstract

Phonetic connotations are integral to the aesthetic qualities of a text, offering a
nuanced layer of meaning through the interplay of sound, rhythm, and semantic
content. This study emphasizes that the exploration of sound characteristics, the
repetition of words, and their connection to meaning reveals the depth of poetic
expression in contemporary Iraqi poetry. It is particularly relevant in the analysis
of the works of Ibrahim Mustafa Al-Hamad, a prominent Iraqi poet and literary
critic whose thoughtful approach to sound aesthetics reflects a commitment to both
traditional forms and modern sensibilities.

Ibrahim Mustafa Al-Hamad emphasizes the mastery of classical Arabic poetry as
foundational to a poet's development, positing that success in these canonical forms
serves as a benchmark for genuine talent. His assertion highlights the symbiotic
relationship between technical skill and creative expression, suggesting that
familiarity with classical rhythms and structures enhances a poet's ability to
innovate within their contemporary context. Al-Hamad's poetry emerges as a
resonant embodiment of this ideology, characterized by a unique musicality that
arises from a meticulous construction of imagery, sound, and meaning.

In this research, the poetry collection "Two Steps for a Fleeing Moon" was selected
due to the richness of phonetic connotations contained within its verses. By
focusing on this particular collection, it becomes possible to analyze the ways in
which sound techniques interplay with thematic elements, thus revealing the
aesthetic dimensions of sound as well as its semantic implications. Utilizing a
descriptive-analytical inductive methodology, this study facilitates a
comprehensive inquiry into the relationship between sound and meaning in Al-
Hamad's work.

One of the key findings of this research is the poet's keen awareness of thyme as
an essential component of his poetry. Al-Hamad employs a variety of letters in his
rhymes, each carefully chosen for its phonetic characteristics, leading to a nuanced
exploration of intensity and gentleness in sound. This careful curation of phonetic
elements results in a lyrical quality that enhances the listener's experience, creating
an inviting atmosphere that engages and comforts. Such attention to auditory detail
not only elevates the poem's aesthetic allure but also reinforces its thematic
resonance, encouraging deeper reflection on the messages conveyed.

Moreover, an exploration of the metrical choices employed by Al-Hamad reveals
a deliberate selection of rhythms conducive to expressing his artistic objectives.
Among the meters featured in "Two Steps for a Fleeing Moon," the Kamil meter
stands out as predominant, comprising 32% of the poems, while other meters such
as Basit (20%), Wafir (12%), and Mutaqarib and Khafif (8%) further contribute to
the musical structure of the collection. The remaining 4% of meters, despite their
lower frequency, play a vital role in creating a diverse rhythmical fabric that
enhances the overall musicality and expressiveness of the poems.

In conclusion, this research underscores the significance of sound aesthetics in
Ibrahim Mustafa Al-Hamad's poetry, revealing how phonetic connotations
contribute not only to the musicality of his verses but also to the depth of meaning
inherent in his work. By highlighting the poet's intricate relationship with rhythm,
rhyme, and sound, this analysis affirms that the aesthetic dimensions of poetry
extend beyond mere technique; they encompass a profound engagement with the
sensory experience of language that resonates deeply with the listener. Ultimately,
Al-Hamad's poetry exemplifies the rich interplay of sound and meaning that
characterizes contemporary Iraqi literature, inviting readers to engage with the
beauty of language in its many forms.
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