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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Tourism and regional development are
interconnected. Under specific conditions,
regional tourism development can promote
overall economic growth by introducing new
dynamics. Furthermore, it aids in better land
use planning by tackling urbanization in
developed countries and attracting populations
to emerging tourism areas. The
interdependence of tourism and regional
development is evident. Tourism serves as a
beneficial tool for land development,
promoting balanced regional development
based on successful planning and strategies.
Despite the potential to become a leading
national and international tourism destination,
Sari faces multiple challenges, including
decision-making and management weaknesses,
unstable regional tourism management, and
insufficient environmental and infrastructural
facilities. Therefore, developing tourism in
Sari provides new employment opportunities
for the local population and serves as a catalyst
for regional revitalization and development.
The issue presented here is the elucidation of a
sustainable urban tourism model for regional
development in Sari. The objective is to
provide innovative and effective solutions to
attract  tourists and advance  tourism
development in Sari and its surrounding
region. Ultimately, this issue seeks to establish
an organizational framework for tourism
development, aiming to attract tourists, boost
income, and foster economic growth in Sari
and its surrounding region.

Methodology

The study is goal-oriented, practical, and
descriptive-analytical. The target population
comprised experts and specialists in the field
of tourism in Sari city, with 45 experts chosen
through purposive cluster sampling. A
guestionnaire distributed among these 45
tourism experts served as the data collection
tool for this research.

Results and Discussion

In this study, eight criteria related to
sustainable tourism in Sari city for regional
development were identified based on
theoretical studies and thematic analysis using
in-depth interviews. [Each criterion was

66

examined and evaluated in Sari city according
to citizens' opinions (with a sample size of 384
individuals). The assessment of sustainable
tourism indicators' effects in Sari city for
regional development revealed that, regarding
economic  capacity indicators,  wealth,
employment levels, and income significantly
impact regional development. Conversely,
globalization and competition alone cannot
significantly impact regional development
without improving these indicators. In
evaluating tourism capacity indicators, climate
(weather) significantly  affects regional
development, with its average being higher
than the theoretical mean, exhibiting a low
level of significance and a very high positive t-
value. Conversely, the cultural capital of the
destination and connection to global new
technologies (internet) have lower averages
than the theoretical mean and, with a low level
of significance and negative t-value, do not
considerably influence regional development.
These results suggest that enhancing the
cultural capital of the destination and
improving connection to global new
technologies (internet) can significantly impact
regional development. In assessing tourism
attraction indicators, it is evident that events
and non-destructive land use practices,
particularly in natural areas, can positively
impact regional development. Measures such
as preserving and improving environmental
quality, conserving  natural  resources,
protecting biodiversity, and using natural
resources wisely can contribute to sustainable
regional development. Evaluating accessibility
and accommodation facilities under the service
level criterion has demonstrated that improving
access and accommodation facilities in line
with regional development can be achieved by
taking actions such as investing in
transportation infrastructure, constructing and
developing hotels and hospitality facilities,
promoting sustainable tourism, and developing
cultural and recreational facilities. Upgrading
public transportation services, developing road
networks and communications, increasing
access to various services, and developing
public spaces can also improve regional
development. Examining the effects of
structural factors in Sari city on regional
development revealed that developing tourism
infrastructure and focusing on existing
capacities, particularly in historical areas,
cannot  significantly  impact  regional
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development due to their inadequacy unless
these weaknesses are addressed. Moreover,
assessing the effects of urban environment and
conditions in Sari city on regional
development demonstrated that planning urban
projects related to tourism programs and
creating conditions to turn ideas into actions
can greatly contribute to enhancing regional
development. Examining the effects of
individual factors in Sari city on regional
development indicated that considering the
individual and social characteristics of
residents in neighborhoods and empowering
active neighborhood-level elements cannot
significantly impact regional development due
to their inadequacy unless these weaknesses
are addressed. Lastly, evaluating the effects of
managerial factors in Sari city on regional
development emphasized that utilizing existing
capacities in planning tourism development
significantly contributes to improving regional
development. Establishing appropriate
mechanisms within responsible bodies for
regional development cannot significantly
impact regional development due to their
inadequacy unless these weaknesses are
addressed.

Conclusion

The research results demonstrate an
assessment of the status of sustainable tourism
in Sari city in relation to regional development.
In evaluating the economic capacity criterion
as one of the sustainable tourism variables in
Sari city, it has been determined that with an
average of 3.28, higher than the theoretical
median, this criterion holds a suitable status in
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Sari city. Additionally, the infrastructure and
environmental conditions criteria, as well as
managerial factors, with averages of 3.43 and
3.15 respectively, exceeding the theoretical
median, exhibit favorable conditions in Sari
city. Conversely, the tourism capacities, tourist
attractions, service levels, structural factors,
and individual factors criteria, with averages of
2.81, 2.83, 2.45, 2.86, and 2.64 respectively,
falling below the theoretical median, indicate
weaknesses in Sari city.
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