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Abstract

Every country requires organized research activities for its development and
advancement. Since students are recognized as dynamic forces and future architects
in each community, obstacles to research implementation should be identified
among them and necessary steps should be taken to eliminate them. The purpose of
this study was to present a model of research experience and its relationship to
researchers’ morale and research self-efficacy of postgraduate students of the
Islamic Azad University of Sari. The study adopted a descriptive-correlational
method. The statistical population of this study consisted of all post-graduate
students studying in the second semester of the academic year v.yy-\yra: at the

Islamic Azad University of Sari totaling ovyy students. The sample size of r=»

students was determined on the basis of krejcie-morgan sample size table and chosen
through stratified random sampling. Library and field methods were used to collect
data. The data gathering tool in this research consisted of three researcher-made
questionnaires related to research experience, researchers’ morale and research self-
efficacy. The content validity of the questionnaires was verified by the supervisors,
consultants and experts in this area and their reliability was estimated using
Cronbach'’s alpha coefficient (av/., ay/. and as/.), respectively. To analyze the data,

two statistical methods including descriptive statistics (frequency percentage, mean
and standard deviation) and inferential statistics (non-parametric Wilcoxon test,
Spearman correlation test, regression analysis and structural equations) were used.
SPSS and LISREL software were also used for analysis. The findings of the research
confirm that there is a concurrent relationship between the predictor variables and
the criterion variable while the researchers’ morale shows a mediating role in the
relationship between research experience and research self-efficacy.

Keywords: Research experience; Researchers' morale; Research self-efficacy;
Graduate students
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