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Explaining the features of regionalism in the architecture of Iranian residential
buildings in the second Pahlavi period (case study of Tehran city)

Elham Shabani, Jamal Aldin Soheili*, Kamal Rahbari Menesh
Abstract

Collective housing and residential koi are concepts that are widely used now. Collective
housing usually includes high-rise buildings or residential complexes that are designed for
group living and can have common facilities and services such as clubs or green spaces.
But residential koi are smaller and usually more traditional areas; which are connected
through a common space such as a square or inner courtyard and promotes more social
interactions and solidarity. During the second Pahlavi period, with the development of
cities, changes occurred in the architecture and urban planning of Iran, and the concept of
regionalism was one of the matters of interest in the residential areas of that era. The
purpose of the present study is to explain the characteristics of regionalism in the
architecture of Iranian residential buildings in the second Pahlavi period (case study of
Tehran). The current research is a qualitative and descriptive-analytical research. The data
collection method is field-documentary and statistical sample of 9 residential districts in
Tehran. The method of inferential data analysis and main theme analysis using historical
texts, interpretation of symbols and forms on buildings, spatial and temporal patterns in
maps, the relationship between the architectural styles included in the koi and socio-cultural
conditions. The results showed that during the Pahlavi Il era, the regionalism approach as
a global approach in architecture had a significant impact on the residential areas in Tehran.
This period, with emphasis on modernity and urban development in Iran, especially in
Tehran, has been the foundation for extensive changes in the form and structure of urban
architecture.

Key words: regionalism, residential areas, second Pahlavi, Tehran



