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Mediterranean visceral leishmaniasis is one of the most important and dangerous zoonotic diseases that affect
people and domestic dogs. It is a severe, often fatal disease spread from dog-to-dog by sand fly bite. Dogs are con-
sidered the main reservoirs for Leishmania infantum infection and they can display illness signs too. The preva-
lence of cutaneous lesions in dogs with symptomatic leishmaniasis ranges between 56% to 90%. In the present
investigation, a total of 503 dogs were referred to the veterinary medicine hospital Islamic azad university- Karaj
branch during a three-year study, 17 dogs suspected for leishmaniasis on the basis of clear clinical signs such as
cutaneous lesions, epistaxis, weight loss, anorexia, hepatomegaly and splenomegaly, lameness, and keratitis. In
this group of dogs, presence of leishmaniasis has been confirmed by parasitological and direct agglutination test
(DAT) in ten dogs. We could conclude that the presence of clinical signs and direct agglutination test are valuable

diagnostic tools for practitioners when visceral leishmaniasis is suspected.

Key words: visceral Leishmaniasis, dog, clinical signs, serology, parasitology, Iran
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