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Abstract

Food and agricultural products - as the main export products- have major
contribution in increasing foreign exchange earnings and are responsible for the
stability of the national economy. Among agricultural products, pistachio has
40 percent share of iran’s agricultural exports for recent years. Achieving a
stable supply of agricultural products and providing food safety of exports is one
of the most important national strategic priorities for each country. Among
pistachio producing countries, Iran by having 53% of the global production of
pistachio is dominating world market. However, during last decade pistachio
exportation encounters some problems such as food safety contamination and
emergence of new competitors. So according to these problems this study
evaluates the effective factors on pistachio exportation with the emphasis on
food safety. In present study, we investigate the effective factors on Iran’s
pistachio export demand and the major pistachio importer demand in the world
by panel method. We use panel data of 14 countries during 1997- 2006 for
estimating Iran’s pistachio export demand. Results of Iran’s export demand
show that exchange rate and gross domestic production of these countries have
significant and positive effect, food safety and relative price of pistachio have
significant and negative effect on Iran’s pistachio export demand. . According to
the elicited result, investment in health research and packing pistachio nuts can
be useful in reducing Aflatoxin pollution in pistachios.

Keywords: Pistachio, Food Safety, Panel Data, Iran.
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