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Abstract: The sports industry has a tremendous impact on the natural

environment; Therefore, sports organizations should use appropriate
management methods to sustain the environment. The aim of the current
research is to evaluate the relationship and present the model of green
management and sustainable development with the mediating role of
employees' attitudes towards the environment in the Iranian Football
Federation. The research method was a descriptive correlation, carried out by
the field method. The statistical population of the research included all
managers and employees of the Iranian Football Federation in the number of
157 people, of which 111 people cooperated in this study. Standard
questionnaires were used to collect data. The validity of the questionnaire was
checked and confirmed by expert professors, and its reliability was confirmed
using Cronbach's alpha coefficient. The results showed that green management
has a positive and significant effect on sustainable development, and green
management has a positive and significant effect on employees' attitudes
towards the environment. Also, employees' attitude towards the environment
positively and significantly affects sustainable development. The results
indicate that due to the attractiveness of football and its countless fans, the
Islamic Republic of Iran Football Federation can play a significant role in
sustainable development and environmental protection by implementing green

management.

Keywords: Sports Organization, Environmental Sustainability, Development,
Sports.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The sports industry has a tremendous impact on the natural
environment, so sports organizations should adopt appropriate
management methods for the sustainability of the environment.
Sustainability in sports development or sustainable sports development
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is a concept that has received increasing attention in today's research. Sport development seeks a
path to professional participation and talent identification, sport for development focuses on the
contribution of sport to specific social outcomes and a healthy society. One of the most important
challenges of mankind in this century is the sustainable and balanced development of society.
Without respecting the natural environment, and social and environmental values, the needs of the
present and future generations will not be fully met. In this case, companies play an essential role
in their socially responsible behavior and play a major role in a balanced society. As an
international organization, FIFA takes seriously its responsibility to protect, respect, and limit its
impact on the environment. FIFA intends to set an example and create more awareness and the
best performance in sustainability standards in the world of sports. Considering the necessity of
green management and sustainable development, the present study seeks to answer the question,
what is the relationship between green management and sustainable development with the
mediating role of attitude towards the environment in the football federation?

Case Study
The subject of study in this research is the Football Federation of the Islamic Republic of Iran..

Theoretical framework

In 1987, the United Nations World Commission on Environment and Development (Consolidated
Commission) defined sustainable development as the method of meeting the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs (Matusya & Yarime,
2014). It should be stated that sustainability in sports development or sustainable sports
development is a concept that has attracted increasing attention in today's research. In the
definition of sports development from the point of view of sustainability, it can be said that the
sustainable development of sports is a concept in which sustainability is a common and central
issue in the development of sports; In a way that includes long-term changes in individual,
community and organizational attitudes through participation in sports. Sport for development
focuses on the contribution of sport to specific social outcomes and a healthy society (Lindsey &
Darby, 2019). As a result, these two words (sustainable development of sports and sustainable
development through sports) are complementary to each other in the operational sense. This means
that if we want to strive for development through sport, it is necessary to strengthen the nature and
scope of sport and sports science (sports development). Sustainability has three dimensions related
to the environment, economy, and society, which many researchers have considered to be the
foundation of environmental preservation. In this regard, the Sports and Environment Commission
was formed in the International Olympic Committee in 1995 with the aim of implementing
measures to increase environmental awareness in sports associations and try to reduce the
destructive effects of sports activities in the field of natural environments. This commission was
formed in Iran in 1997 (Padash et al., 2013).

Methodology

This research is descriptive-correlational in terms of its purpose, practical in terms of its purpose,
and field implementation in terms of its method. The statistical population of the present study
included managers and employees of the Iranian Football Federation in 2018, 157 people. The
sampling method in the present study was the whole number method, and finally the answers of
111 people were analyzed. Three questionnaires of sustainable development, green management
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and environmental attitude of employees were used to measure the research variable. Data analysis
was done using SPSS and SMART PLS software.

Discussion and Results

The results based on path analysis revealed that: green management has a positive and significant
effect on sustainable development with a coefficient of 0.38% (path coefficient = 0.38, t-value =
8.32). Green management with a coefficient of 0.80 percent has a positive and significant effect
on employees' attitudes toward the environment (path coefficient = 0.80, t-value = 47.75). The
attitude of employees towards the environment has a positive and significant effect on sustainable
development with a coefficient of 0.49% (path coefficient = 0.49, t-value = 10.83). The results of
the Sobel test showed that the green management variable has a significant relationship with
sustainable development through employees' attitudes towards the environment, and the mediating
relationship was confirmed. Also, the Variance Inclusion Index (VAF) showed that the indirect
relationship between the variable of green management through the attitude of employees towards
the environment and sustainable development is 51%. This shows the partial mediation of
employees' attitudes towards the environment between green management and sustainable
development.

Conclusion

By using green management, organizations will have better control over the
environmental effects of their activities, products, or services, and improving
environmental efficiency will represent the organization's commitment to sustainable
development. Therefore, it is suggested; By analyzing the indicators of green
management, it provided the basis for sustainable development in the football federation;
And by paying attention to the views and attitudes of the employees, a sustainable model
can be achieved for thinking about the future of the federation, in which environmental,
social and economic considerations in order to improve the quality of the federation, in a
balanced situation with each other, in which attention is paid to the category of education.
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