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ABSTRACT

Introduction: The role of small towns in rural areas and the development of these areas is no secret to anyone. The
function of cities is manifested in areas such as providing services, exchanging production factors, and playing a
complementary role in the development of rural areas. In this regard, planners in developing countries have paid
special attention to issues such as spatial decentralization, reducing regional inequalities, and urban-rural duality, and
are seeking to adopt strategies to overcome these problems.

Research Aim: Analysis of urban functions in rural development of Rudbar County.

Methodology: The data used in the research include population indicators such as number, households, and growth
rate during the census periods of 1966 to 2016. In this study, using quantitative entropy and elasticity models, the role
of seven cities: Rudbar, Manjil, Lushan, Jirandeh, Baresar, and Totkabon in the development of their adjacent
villages has been evaluated.

Studied Area: The study area in this research is Rudbar County in Guilan Province.

Results: The findings of the research show that the city of Baresar has been able to have a favorable impact on the
balanced and balanced distribution of the population and the establishment of rural settlements in its area of influence
and has led its area of influence towards a balance in the urban hierarchy and spatial distribution. The cities of
Totkabon and Manjil have also been able to create a balance in the urban hierarchy to some extent. However, the
cities of Rostamabad, Rudbar, Lushan and Jirandeh have been the cause of population concentration. It was also
found that in the cities of the county, population concentration is higher due to the existence of economic and social
services.

Conclusion: The small and medium-sized towns of Rudbar County were influential in equipping the infrastructure
services and facilities of the surrounding rural areas. There is a relationship between distance from urban centers and
the quality of communication networks with the physical and economic developments of the rural community in the
area. The increase in the scope of influence and spatial performance of the cities of Rudbar County has led these
cities to play their role in maintaining the population as a labor force in the economy of the villages within their
sphere of influence.
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