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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Nowadays the concept of place and sense of place are of the important issues that the
contemporary urban development is facing with. In the past cities used to have the high
potential of providing interaction between man and space; but today despite of high potentials
and advantages in most of historic areas, undesirable environmental and physical quality causes
weakening of social ties among the inhabitants which lead to lower sustainable interactions,
absence of participation, lower sense of belonging and gradual decline of these areas.

This issue motivated the authors to clarify the relationship between criteria of environment’s
quality (environmental and physical) on sense of belonging in historic neighborhoods of the city
of Kerman. To this end, various approaches of environment’s quality, criteria of environmental
quality and sense of belonging’s related theories have been investigated. The aim of this
research is to clarify relationship between the criteria of residents environment’s quality and the
level of sense of belonging in the historic neighborhoods of Kerman in order to specify which
presented factor make special meaning for the inhabitants and therefore regarding proper
planning for improving it, sense of belonging and place attachment and consequently
inhabitants satisfaction can be increased.

Methodology

In this applied research, descriptive method was used for research background, literature review,
defining research field and specifically for describing satisfaction condition and sense of
belonging of the inhabitants in the case studies. Causal-Comparative method was used for
evaluation of sense of belonging and residence satisfaction in Mozafari, Arg-Ganjalikhan and
Ghaleh Mahmood areas located in the historic part of Kerman. Value tree was used for
quantifying the research criteria which classified from top to bottom. In the lowest level, 37
indicators which were quantifiable were determined. Questionnaire was the main data collection
method, and 374 questionnaires were distributed and analyzed by SPSS and AMOS.

The results of the research show a direct and meaningful relationship between the physical
variables and sense of belonging but reverse and meaningful relationship between
environmental variables and sense of belonging.

Results and Discussion
Based on the results of one-way analysis of variance in the studied neighborhoods in the historic
context of Kerman, the level of environmental variables such as Visual pollution, sound
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pollution, environmental pollution, physical variables such as the buildings and spaces, facilities
and services, accessibility, the variables of sense of belonging such as social interactions, social
capital and identity are not the same in the three studied areas.

The level of the variables of safety and participation in the sense of belonging criteria were the
same in all three studied areas. In attention to components of physical variables and sense of
belonging, in Arg-Ganjalikhan and Mozafari areas buildings and spaces has the highest effect
over sense of belonging. However, in GhalehMahmood area it was accessibility. Regarding the
components environmental variables and sense of belonging, it is notable that sound pollutions
in Arg-Ganjalikhan, Mozafari and GhalehMahmood areas has the highest influence on the sense
of belonging. The results of structural equations modeling also demonstrate that improving the
condition of environmental and physical variables can improve the condition of sense of
belonging as well. However, the influence of environmental variables on the sense of belonging
was higher comparing to physical ones.

Conclusion

Identifying effective factors on sense of belonging and satisfaction level of inhabitants can be
useful for analyzing existing inhabiting condition, future decisions regarding enhancing quality
level of individuals’ inhabiting areas and can be useful for preventing from repeating the same
faults in the other areas. The clear fact is that the social and cultural context in the studied areas
has undeniable effects on the results and findings of this research and this issue have distinct
manifestations regarding the different characters of each area. Studying and investigating this
issue in other neighborhoods Needs its own field studies and distributing of questionnaires in
the area; because the effect of environmental and physical variables on sense of belonging and
consequently on satisfaction level of inhabitants were not the same in the studied areas and
different areas need different approaches.

Keywords: Sense of belong, Physical and environmental variables, Satisfaction, Historic areas
of Kerman, Structural equations modeling



