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The practical purpose of this qualitative
research is to achieve an objective
representation of form and function in
architecture that aligns with global culture.
Using the grounded theory approach for data
analysis, the study seeks to address the
question: What is the role of culture in shaping
physical form in contemporary architecture,
particularly in the context of contemporary
Iranian architecture?

This research employs a qualitative approach,
utilizing the Grounded Theory method.
Grounded Theory is a qualitative research
approach that develops a theory by analyzing a
set of data. Specifically, this study utilizes
Strauss and Corbin's systematic approach
(2019) for data analysis. According to Corbin
and Strauss (2022), this method comprises
three stages: open coding (concepts), axial
coding (causal conditions, actions and
interactions, context, intervening conditions,
and consequences), and selective coding. Each
of these coding types represents different
levels of coding and serves a distinct purpose
in theoretical data interpretation. Data
collection and extraction of the main
categories and subcategories were performed
using documentary and citation resources,
interviews, and questionnaire tools. This study
places particular emphasis on the perspectives
of professors and architects who possess both
academic and professional experience.

The research data were compiled and analyzed
through semi-structured interviews, reaching
relative saturation at the 17th interview. The
interview process continued until the 27th
interview to ensure data collection and achieve
absolute saturation. The content of the data
was coded using Strauss and Corbin's three-
stage coding method (open, axial, and
selective). During the coding process of the 17
interviews, the frequency of coded items was
reduced from 5969 codes to 666 open codes,
following refinement and merging, resulting in
a frequency ratio of 1337 codes. These codes
were then categorized into 123 axial categories
and 17 selective categories related to the axial
theme of "form follows architecture event.”
The mean agreement of 90.37% indicates
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relatively complete reliability, while a Kappa
coefficient greater than 0.6 describes the
validity as ideal. Therefore, the research
quality index is acceptable, confirming the
reliability and validity of the study. The
research results can be considered valuable and
interpreted based on the criteria of matching,
generalization, understanding, and control.

The results indicate that the consequence of
causal variables under the mediating
conditions of the current situation is an event
that reflects the essence, truth, and reality of
contemporary lranian architecture. It appears
that the role of form in contemporary
architecture is influenced by an objective
representation of global culture. This
representation, through its interactive property
with physical space, manifests as a program-
oriented event that responds to function. In the
face of an evolutionary self-reflection crisis,
this representation leads to a temporary
transition  between alternative  situations.
Rather than promoting a clash between two
forms, it seeks to establish a connection
between them, either through continuous
evolution and transformation in the
development of space (driven by technology
and function) or by increasing the complexity
of the structure (driven by program-oriented
and practical relationships). This connection
manifests as dynamic contrasts and abstract
complexities.
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