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Abstract

The formation and expansion of ISIS activity have led to significant developments in the
Middle East. In the meantime, the US foreign policy towards ISIS has been significantly
influential in regional relations and the formation of alliances and divisions in the Middle
East and the surrounding environment. As a result of this policy, a regional hegemony was
not formed and strengthened. This indicates the continuation of the grand strategy of remote
balancing that has been considered by American politicians since World War Il. The main
question of the present study is how to explain the United States' foreign policy towards I1SIS
in the years 2013-2017? The study's central hypothesis is that the United States, using macro-
strategies of remote balancing, on the one hand, delegates responsibility for countering I1SIS
to Iraq, Syria, Iran, and some other governments in the region, and on the other hand to ISIS.
It is used as a balancing tool to prevent the emergence of new and superior power in the
region. Referral of responsibility is, in fact, a way to reduce costs as well as reduce the risks
of direct balancing. The present study has been done by descriptive and analytical methods.
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