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Analysis and study on elements and artistic images
of nature in Saadi’s and Petrarch’s lyrics with emphasis
on illustrated copies

Ashraf Sadat Ashrafi', Mohammad Reza Asad Ph.D.2, Fatemeh Asgari Ph.D.?

Abstract

The present article is a comparative study to be done between Saadi’s sonnets and
those of Petrarch. In this essaywe focus on some aesthetic aspects of nature,
it’sillustrations and poetic imaging only in some form of similitude, metaphor and
symbol. Saadi is one of the greatest and most important poets of Persian language
and literature in the 7th century and on the other hand Petrarch is one of the most
famous poets and writers of the 14th century and is known best as the father of
Humanism, and his love lyrics made him famous in all of the world. What one can
see at the first of all, is the only theme absolutely presented in the poems regards to
nature. In this essay we tried to find some significant difference between the two. In
the other words both poets used nature and its fundamental elements and
manifestations in their romantic thoughts, and we can see in evidence that each of
them used the elemental nature in their poems in a special way according to, let’s
say, their mood and environment, and then created beautiful poetic scenes. However,
the frequency of these elements in Saadi's sonnets is much higher than their
frequency in Petrarch's sonnets. Saadi uses these elements such as metaphor with the
most similar instruments of Petrarch, and Petrarch uses more complicated complex of
symbols to explore the poem while Saadi uses more simple and minor symbols.
Familiarity with the most literary styles and traditions of other Nations, not only
introduces us to the field of the other culture and science, but also will make us to
promote science, and culture of our own country and our own history. The search
method in this essayis descriptive-analytical with a comparative approach.

Keywords: Saadi, Petrarch, lyrical poems, comparative comparison, effects of
nature.
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