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Recognition of Institutional Reflections in the Thought of Hegel,
Huntington, and Seyyed Javad Tabatabai

Gholamreza Behdarondiani®

Abstract

Political science, has long focused on the study of the institution of
governance." Consequently, the idea of institution of governance has always
been one of the most important topics of reflection, research, and scholarly
debate among thinkers and researchers in this discipline. Indeed, due to its
necessity, a significant portion of the existing reflections and writings in the
realm of political thought—both in the West and within [slam and Iran—has
been dedicated to contemplation on the idea of institution of governance,
including reflections on the political institutions of Greece and Iran. Just as
Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, the political philosopher, and Samuel
Huntington, a thinker of development and modernization, have each engaged
with the idea of institution of governance from their respective perspectives
and, with a progressive outlook in this regard, they have offered reflections
and insights in explanation of political evolution and development. However,
Seyyed Javad Tabatabaei's reflections and writings on the idea of institution
of governance in the history of political thought in Iran, despite raising some
debates on this matter, are written in harmony with the theory of the decline
of political thought in Iran and, unlike Hegel and Huntington, express a
declinist outlook on the idea of institution of governance. Thus, this study
has been formulated with the aim of comparatively examining the
institutional reflections of Hegel, Huntington, and Tabatabai. Based on a
qualitative research methodology and a descriptive-comparative approach,
the study culminates in presenting the results of this examination.

Keywords: Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, Samuel Huntington, Seyyed
Javad Tabatabai, progressive outlook on the idea of institution of
governance, declinist outlook on the idea of institution of governance.
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