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The Makoran region, as one of Iran’s most significant geostrategic areas, plays a
crucial role in the country’s security, trade, and energy sectors. With direct access to
open waters and a strategic position along international corridors, this region holds
substantial potential for economic development and the enhancement of Iran’s
geopolitical standing. The development of port infrastructure, transportation networks,
energy facilities, and related industries can reduce Iran’s dependence on the Strait of
Hormuz and enhance the security of international transit routes. However, Makran
faces challenges such as regional competition, infrastructural deficiencies, security
concerns, and insufficient investment. To capitalize on these opportunities and
overcome the existing challenges, the formulation of a comprehensive and coordinated
strategy is imperative. Sustainable development in Makoran, through targeted
investments in key sectors, socio-economic improvements, and strengthened
international cooperation, can elevate the region’s role in the global landscape. In this
regard, fostering synergy among domestic institutions and attracting foreign
investment are essential measures. This study focuses on the opportunities and
challenges of Makoran’s development, proposing an innovative and integrated strategy
for optimal utilization of its capacities.
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Maritime geopolitics is one of the most
important factors influencing the power
and role of countries in the international
system. The Makoran coast, as a strategic
part of Iran's territory, possesses unique
capacities that can enhance Iran's position
in global equations. The location of this
region on the edge of the Sea of Oman and
its proximity to the Strait of Hormuz, one
of the world's most vital energy
waterways, increases its geostrategic
significance (Hafeznia, 2010: 23). While
rival countries such as Pakistan and the
United Arab Emirates are strengthening
their geopolitical positions by developing
their ports, Iran has yet to fully exploit the
potential of Makoran. The Makoran coast
is geographically the only access point for
Iran to the open ocean waters. This
position can help Iran reduce its
dependence on the Strait of Hormuz while
playing a key role in international transit.
The development of logistical
infrastructure, including the ports of
Chabahar and Jask, can introduce Iran as a
trade and energy hub in the region.
However, challenges such as inadequate
infrastructure,  lack  of  sufficient
investment, and regional competition pose
serious barriers to utilizing these capacities
(Bayat and Khatami, 2020: 12). Planning
for social development alongside
economic development can significantly
enhance social capital and national
cohesion in this region. The main question
of this research is: Considering the
geopolitical importance of the Makoran
coast, what strategies can be formulated for
the comprehensive development of this
area so that Iran can strengthen its position
in the international system? The hypothesis
put forward in response is that by outlining
a comprehensive development strategy
(place-based approach), Iran can fully
exploit the potentials of Makoran and
become an influential actor in the
international system.
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This study employs a descriptive-analytical
approach based on extensive library and
documentary research. The research draws
on a wide range of academic resources,
including specialized books in geopolitics,
regional development, and maritime
economics, as well as peer-reviewed
journal articles, policy reports, and national
strategic development documents. Through
a critical review of these sources, the study
identifies trends, policies, and successful
regional development models relevant to
the Makran region.

The theoretical framework is based on an
interdisciplinary integration of three key
approaches: endogenous growth theory,
new economic geography, and institutional
economics. This combination allows for a
comprehensive and place-based analysis of
regional development in Makran. Rather
than limiting the analysis to sectoral
considerations, the study highlights the
importance of geographic, economic,
social, and institutional features of the
region as foundational elements in
designing an effective and sustainable
development strategy.

The Makoran region, with its geostrategic
and geoeconomic position, plays a
significant role in Iran's developmental
strategies. This area has high potential to
become a hub for trade, energy, and security
due to its direct access to open waters and
its location along international corridors.
The development of port infrastructure,
transportation, and logistics in this region
can reduce Iran's dependence on the Strait
of Hormuz and enhance the country's transit
security. Furthermore, the role of this
region in global trade through the ports of
Chabahar and Jask will transform Iran into
a regional transportation hub.
Economically, Makoran has multiple
capacities for the development of maritime
industries, energy, and tourism. Investment
in the oil and gas sectors, the construction
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of refineries, and LNG terminals can
strengthen Iran's position in global energy
markets. The development of the Makoran
coasts as an energy transit center will
increase the security of oil exports and
reduce vulnerability to geopolitical crises.
In this context, creating modern
infrastructure for fisheries, shipbuilding,
and tourism can contribute to job creation
and the economic prosperity of the region.
However, the development of Makoran also
faces challenges. Regional competition,
particularly from Pakistan's Gwadar port,
necessitates strategic policymaking and
targeted investment in the Chabahar port.
Additionally, a lack of transportation
infrastructure, weaknesses in attracting
foreign investment, and economic sanctions
are considered major obstacles to the
development of this region. Furthermore,
security threats such as smuggling,
maritime terrorism, and the presence of
foreign forces in the area require special
security measures and an enhanced military
presence. From a social perspective, the
development of Makoran can improve the
quality of life for local residents and
increase social capital. Planning for the
development of education, healthcare, and
the creation of sustainable job opportunities
can prevent large-scale  workforce
migration. Moreover, the participation of
local communities in decision-making and
developmental processes will enhance
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national cohesion and strengthen internal
security.

Overall, leveraging the potentials of
Makoran requires a comprehensive and
long-term strategy that emphasizes the
development of essential infrastructure,
attracting domestic and foreign investment,
strengthening international cooperation,
and enhancing regional security. By
adopting smart policies and strategic
planning, Iran can transform the Makoran
coasts into one of its most important
economic and geopolitical centers, thereby
enhancing its position in the international
system.
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