v
£ &
“u.,’, PryTD "b-d\“‘

Journal of Sociological Studies of Sustainable Development

Volume 1, Issue 1, pp. 1-16, 2025

homepage: http://sanad.iau.ir/journal /jsssd/

TN
—i".-‘""ﬁf""

St

Theoretical Analysis of the Approaches of Economic Sociologists and the
Social Contexts of Secularization (with Emphasis on Max Weber's Max
Weber's Economic Rationality Thought)

1. Department of Sociology, West Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran,

Mehdi Mokhtarpour?

Iran. E-mail:

Mehdi.Mokhtarpour@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type
Research Article

Article history

Received: 04 November 2024
Accepted: 09 February 2025
Published: 14 March 2025

Keywords:

Secularization, economic
development, rationality, Max
Weber.

Objective: The main goal of this article is to present a theoretical analysis of
the context of secularization of Iranian society by examining the approaches of
economic sociologists, especially the thought of Max Weber. In this regard, the
theories of thinkers such as Auguste Comte, Karl Marx, Max Weber, Emile
Durkheim, the school of modernization, the development perspective, Karl
Dobler, Brian Wilson, Malcolm Hamilton, Jean-Paul Willem, and Robert Bella
have been used.

Methods: This article uses a documentary research method.

Findings: Secularization is one of the factors and, in some cases, one of the
major consequences of Western-style development, and its alignment with
development is the result of causes and factors, including intra-religious factors
such as the type of religion prevalent in Western society, the emergence of the
church as the authority to explain religion, and extra-religious factors such as
the conflict between science and religion, one-sided secularism, and finally,
materialism in Western society.

Conclusion: Accepting the issue of secularization as a factor of development
or a definite consequence of development poses problems, both theoretically
and practically. Theoretically, due to the different and sometimes contradictory
views that exist in this regard, and practically, there are examples of different
societies that each follow their own laws, and the type and manner of
development in these societies negates this necessary relationship.
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Extended Abstract

Purpose

By studying the history of the Enlightenment in Europe and afterwards, we find that the actions
and reactions of religious leaders and church officials, mainly regarding the new phenomenon
of secularization, as well as studies that were conducted in the culture of society, including
"religion”, led to the adoption of various positions on this issue, some in defense of the existing
situation and others against it, which itself led to the development of various studies on the
relationship between religion and development, especially economic development, which, due
to the complexity and multidimensionality of the issue, was examined from various angles. One
of the main topics in this field was the study and investigation of effective or hindering factors,
both material and spiritual, in the field of development, including the discussion of the
relationship between secularization and development in the field of economic factors of
development. Secularization, as a discussion related to the field of religion and society, arose
from the extent to which religion is present in society and how far it has distanced itself from
society, and with this in mind, how much its existence has been able to elevate society or,
conversely, be considered an obstacle to economic development. Therefore, in the factors that
were raised for development in some perspectives and theories related to economic
development in the West and then in some non-Western societies, special attention was paid to
the issue of secularization as one of the important and key factors of the current development
of the West. From this perspective, a developed society is a society that accepts secularization,
and societies that are not developed will develop if they, like the West, accept the process of
secularization. On the other hand, some have argued that although secularization is not a
necessary and sufficient factor in development, a society that has developed will also become
secular. In fact, with these two perceptions, they claimed a certain correlation between
economic development and secularization, that development is either a definite result of
secularization of society or necessarily follows secularization, which in any case, a developed
society is a secularized society. Such a perception and attitude towards religion led even the
governments of societies that had a kind of optimism towards religion and believed in an active
role for it to believe that for the growth and development of society, society must be secularized
in some way and institutions that are possibly under the supervision of religion must be removed
from its supervision and all the affairs of the lives of individuals in society must be based on
human reason. Because in the form of a religious society and the active presence of religion,
development is unattainableOne of the problems in examining Weber's influence on
anthropology is the limitation and even lack of resources in Persian and limited access to non-
Persian sources. Therefore, in order to understand the influence of economic sociologists,
especially Max Weber, on the fields of sociology and economics, in this article we will
introduce and theoretically analyze the approaches of economic sociologists and the social
contexts of secularization with an emphasis on Max Weber's thought and some of its principles,
and finally we will redefine Weber's definition of concepts such as rationality, formal economy,
etc.

Method

Documentary research is the use of external sources and documents to support a theory or point
of view in academic research. Many times, the term library research is used instead of
documentary research, which is not considered to be an accurate and correct term. Because
library studies refer to studies in which the subjects under study are not available to the
researcher. These sources often relate to the distant or recent past. The researcher uses
documents and records from previous times that are available in libraries. The documentary
research method has been considered both as a comprehensive method and a technique to
strengthen other qualitative methods in social science research. In this method, the researcher
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collects his research data about actors, facts, and social phenomena from sources and
documents. A significant part of theoretical research in sociology, willingly or unwillingly, uses
the documentary method. The documentary method can provide the necessary implementation
methods for examining the research background. Despite the importance of this method and the
efforts of researchers to apply it, a coherent and systematic policy has not been adopted in using
this method. Therefore, the documentary research method has been used in this article.

Findings

In the realm of education, society strives to reduce illiteracy, and in the realm of religion, the
replacement of worldly belief systems, and in the realm of the family, where large kinship units
lose their scope and in terms of class, it will lead to geographical and social mobility. According
to Smelser, an underdeveloped society will have two general modes of functional separation of
structural elements with specialization of the independence of social units in order to reach a
state of economic development, as well as a process of functional coordination of structural
elements, whereby all these separated structures are united on a new basis. Thus, Smelser
believes in the linear development of social transformation along the lines that have occurred
in European capitalist countries. However, another thinker of this school, Rostow, explains the
changes resulting from development and the transition from the stage of traditional society to
industrial society in five stages: 1- Traditional society 2- Conditions before economic rise 3-
Economic rise stage 4- Maturity stage 5- Mass consumption stage. According to the view of
modernization theorists; the elements of modernization are formed through their percolation
into underdeveloped societies. In other words, the successful diffusion and expansion of
Western economy and technology will cause a total transformation in developing countries.
This idea was expressed by Eisenstadt, so the modernization school has fully addressed the
dimensions of the problem. But the Marxist view of development looks at the subject from a
perspective based on Marxist theoretical foundations; for Marxists, the role of the bourgeoisie
from feudalism to capitalism in Third World countries is the main issue. Synonymous with the
concepts of "traditional” and "modern”, Marxists use the two categories of "feudal” and
"capitalist” and do not explain other aspects of development.

Conclusion

Weber's great thought was neglected for years or at least left out of its proper place in social
science. Until Parsons introduced him to his students at Harvard University. For this reason,
Weber most of all transferred his influence to Parsons' students. Just as social science in Britain
and especially in France were deprived of Weber's teachings for years, Weber's influence on
contemporary social science should be sought in America and especially among Parsons'
students. Among them, the most important anthropologist who was influenced by Weber is
Clifford Geertz, whose influence on him has been discussed in most of this dissertation. For
example, Geertz writes in explaining his view on culture: The concept of culture, for me... is a
semantic concept. Like Weber, I believe that man is an animal suspended in the webs of
meaning that he himself weaves. I believe that those webs are culture, and their analysis cannot
be carried out on the basis of an empirical science in search of laws, but rather through an
interpretive science in search of meaning. I am looking for such an explanation... (Geertz (1973)
quoted by Fakouhi (2002)). Other well-known anthropologists who have been influenced by
Weber include Marshall Salinas and Bourdieu, who are also discussed below. In addition, a
significant number of second-tier anthropologists can be mentioned, who have been more
influenced by Weber's comparative project in studying the relationship between religion and
economics, some of whom will also be introduced.
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