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Objective: The main objective of this article is to sociologically study the
effects of entrepreneurship on the formation of the development process with
emphasis on the concept of rural development in Iran. In this regard, the
evolution of the concept of entrepreneurship and entrepreneurial strategy in
rural development has been used.

Method: This article uses the documentary research method.

Findings: About sixty years have passed since the beginning of development
planning in Iran, but these plannings have not yet been able to reduce the
manifestations of backwardness in many sectors and in local communities,
especially rural ones. The dominance of the oil economy, along with humerous
other factors that have historical and structural roots, have prevented the
achievement of balance in development planning and resource allocation. One
of the areas where the imbalance in development planning may be more evident
and where ignoring it may have far more harmful consequences is the difference
and conflict between urban and rural communities.

Conclusion: If we accept that development means the continuous improvement
of the entire society and social system towards a better or more humane life,
then it is also obvious that the necessity of any type of development in society
is the existence of public participation in various dimensions and, in fact,
without participation, real, comprehensive, all-round and sustainable
development cannot be achieved. One of the ways to increase people's
participation in the decision-making process, planning and implementation of
programs, as well as increasing the capacities and empowerment of villagers,
which has attracted a lot of attention in recent years, is the discussion of
entrepreneurship.
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Extended Abstract

Purpose

Employment, as one of the most important national economic problems of the country, has
occupied the minds of many researchers, planners and the general public today. Possession of
very rich natural resources and young human resources reflects the existence of sufficient
potential to attract the country's human resources to work and economic activity. The economic
system, like any other system, consists of five parts: environment, components, goal,
management and resources. What is missing in this chain, as a missing link, prevents the
crystallization of the dynamics of the economic system and the mobility of resources in the
country, is efficient and effective economic management. Over the more than 300 years since
the invention of the word entrepreneurship by the French Bernard Doubelleur, it has been
constantly changing and evolving in various fields and dimensions. It must be acknowledged
that entrepreneurship and entrepreneurs are the source of very valuable works (Fazelbeigi &
Yavari, 2009: 5). We can imagine three sides to development planning: the government and
government institutions in charge of development planning, the people who are the subject of
planning and the target of development and for whom the programs are implemented, and the
third, the part between the government and the people, namely private organizations, local
managers, and entrepreneurs. Research in the field of development planning can be carried out
from the perspective of each of these three sides. But what is certain is that so far, not much
research has been done on the third side, namely entrepreneurs and local managers. This is
while today in most countries of the world, the importance of the third part, and especially
entrepreneurs, in the development process is considered more important than any other part.
The importance of this part is that in addition to this part's awareness of the specific conditions
and requirements of each region, they are also highly prepared to accept risk and invest in
unknown and undiscovered areas. Therefore, strengthening this part is one of the main solutions
for realizing development programs. But this depends on having accurate information about
their perspectives, problems, obstacles, and interests, as well as sufficient knowledge of the
social, administrative, and institutional environment in which they operate. The present study
was designed in this direction and seeks to examine the effects of entrepreneurship on rural
development from the perspective of entrepreneurs, local officials, and informants, as well as
to identify the opportunities and challenges of entrepreneurship development in the study area
and, based on them, to provide practical solutions for use by organizations and planners.

Method

Documentary research is the use of external sources and documents to support a theory or point
of view in academic research. Many times, the term library research is used instead of
documentary research, which is not considered to be an accurate and correct term. Because
library studies refer to studies in which the subjects under study are not available to the
researcher. These sources often relate to the distant or recent past. The researcher uses
documents and records from previous times that are available in libraries. The documentary
research method has been considered both as a comprehensive method and a technique to
strengthen other qualitative methods in social science research. In this method, the researcher
collects his research data about actors, facts, and social phenomena from sources and
documents. A significant part of theoretical research in sociology, willingly or unwillingly, uses
the documentary method. The documentary method can provide the necessary implementation
methods for examining the research background. Despite the importance of this method and the
efforts of researchers to apply it, a coherent and systematic policy has not been adopted in using
this method. Therefore, the documentary research method has been used in this article.
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Findings

About sixty years have passed since the beginning of development planning in Iran, but these
plans have not yet been able to reduce the manifestations of backwardness in many sectors and
in local communities, especially rural ones. The dominance of the oil economy, along with
numerous other factors that have historical and structural roots, have prevented the achievement
of balance in development planning and resource allocation. One of the areas where the
imbalance in development planning may be more evident and where ignoring it may have far
more harmful consequences is the difference and conflict between urban and rural communities.
Paying attention to rural development in development planning is important from several
aspects:

First, currently, there are about 65,000 villages, places and farms that are alive and active, as
well as thousands of villages, places and farms that have been destroyed, evacuated or are in
the process of being destroyed, and rural areas contain 95 percent of the basic production
resources in the agricultural sector and therefore have the majority of these resources.

Second, Iranian villagers, by producing more than 85 percent of crops, horticulture, livestock
and aquatic products, are the main supplier of vital products and, in fact, have always been
responsible for the food security of the society.

Third, despite the rapid growth of urbanization in the past decades and the migration of a large
number of villagers to cities, a large part of the country's population still lives in villages.
According to the 2006 general population and housing census, 22,227,771 people of the
country's population live in villages, which constitutes 31.5 percent of the total population of
the country. Also, “the limit of rural population maintenance in the development horizon (1400)
is estimated to be about 25 million people, and those involved in large-scale development
planning expect that by adopting appropriate measures to utilize environmental and natural
resources, they will be able to maintain this population in the villages” (Yadgar, 2004: 82).
Accordingly, rural development should be one of the main priorities of development planning
in developing countries like Iran.

Conclusion

If we accept that development means the continuous improvement of the entire society and
social system towards a better or more humane life, then it is also obvious that any type of
development in society requires public participation in various dimensions, and in fact, without
participation, real, comprehensive, all-round and sustainable development cannot be achieved.
One of the ways to increase people's participation in the decision-making process, planning and
implementation of programs, as well as increasing the capacities and empowerment of villagers,
which has attracted a lot of attention in recent years, is the discussion of entrepreneurship. In
fact, it can be said that rural entrepreneurship is a new strategy in development theories for
empowerment and capacity building in rural areas in order to reduce the urban-rural gap, create
equal economic, social, environmental and institutional opportunities, and is an important tool
for achieving sustainable development. Sustainable development does not only mean protecting
the environment, but also a new concept of economic growth that has chosen justice and life
opportunities for all people in the world. Sustainable development means not imposing
economic, social or environmental harm on future generations. Achieving such a goal is not
possible with a top-down and authoritarian management approach, but requires involving
people in the planning process, relying on local capabilities, and paying attention to regional
and local differences in development plans.
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