Journal of Sociological Studies of Sustainable Development
Volume 1, Issue 1, pp. 63-80, 2025
: / » homepage: http://sanad.iau.ir/journal /jsssd/

v
£ &
“u.,* PryTD "b-d\“‘

Ty

St

The Social Values of Love in Marginalized Neighborhoods of Tehran
(A Comparative Study of Neighborhoods in Districts 4 and 19)

Narges Rahmani?, Tagi Azad Armaki?, Bagher Saroukhani®

1. Ph.D. in Cultural Sociology, Science and Research Unit, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail:
Narges_rahmanil344@yahoo.com

2. Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author). E-mail:
azadarmaki@gmail.com

3. Professor, Department of Sociology, Islamic Azad University, Science and Research Unit, Tehran, Iran.
E-mail: B.saroukhani@yahoo.com

Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type Introduction: One of the fundamental topics in social sciences, especially
sociology, is the issue of "values and changes in the social values of love."
Observations and interviews conducted by the author in neighborhoods across
Tehran revealed that the values surrounding love have undergone significant
transformations. Thus, this study, based on Inglehart’s theory of value change,
Article history seeks to address the essential question: What is the direction of the social values
R of love in Iranian society, particularly in marginalized neighborhoods of
Received: 31 January 2025 Districts 4 and 19 of Tehran, compared to non-marginalized neighborhoods?
Accepted: 16 February 2025 Moreover, what are the causes and factors influencing these value changes?
Published: 16 March 2025 Objective: To identify the social values of love and their direction in the
marginalized neighborhoods of Districts 4 and 19 in Tehran.
Method: The research method is grounded theory, using purposive and
theoretical sampling. For this purpose, 30 deep and semi-structured interviews

Research Article

Keywords: . were conducted with men and women over 18 years old in both marginalized
Marginalization, Materialist and non-marginalized neighborhoods of these districts.

values, Post-materialist values, Findings: The findings revealed key categories: the meaning of love, types of
Social values of love. love, characteristics of love, fluidity of love, and the art of loving, each

containing several subcategories.

Conclusion: The results showed that marginalized neighborhoods, similar to
central urban neighborhoods, tend toward post-materialist values of love.
Therefore, love, as a post-materialist social value, has the capacity to play a
significant role in advancing sustainable development processes.
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Extended Abstract

Purpose

One of the important and fundamental issues in the field of social sciences, especially in
sociology, is the issue of "the value and changes in the social values of love." Observations and
interviews conducted by the author in the neighborhoods of Tehran showed that social values
surrounding love have undergone a major and fundamental transformation, such that love in
Iranian society has moved away from its traditional and old view and entered a modern and
new view, and it tends to look at the phenomenon of love from a different perspective. This is
because love in this society has largely lost its sacred and heavenly nature and has become an
attainable experience, and on the other hand, people do not consider love to be only a
relationship between a man and a woman, but rather consider it to be diverse and learnable.
Different discourses have emerged regarding value changes in Iranian society, each of which
reflects a specific state of value systems in Iran. Approaches that each claim to be material,
post-material, or combined, or in other words, traditional or modernized values, especially
values surrounding love. According to Inglehart's theory of value transformation, individuals'
priorities reflect their social and economic environments, and countries that enjoy relatively
good economic, political, and social order gradually tend toward post-material values such as
freedom of speech, beautifying cities, and creating humane and rational societies. According to
Inglehart's claim, the value priorities of poor people living in the city's Marginalized
neighborhoods, who are severely deficient in terms of physical, legal, social, cultural, welfare
services, and urban infrastructure, can be different from those living in the context of urban
society. Therefore, the main issue of the present study is that Iranian society is a new and
changing society, and one of the major and fundamental changes that have occurred around
social values is related to love, and the Marginalized neighborhoods of Tehran have not been
exempt from these value changes. The main question of the study is: What are the social values
of love among the residents of the Marginalized neighborhoods of areas 4 and 19? And what
are the causes and factors of changes in the social values of love? The purpose of the present
study is to identify and analyze the values of love in Marginalized neighborhoods compared to
non- Marginalized neighborhoods in the mentioned areas.

Method

In this study, based on the research question, the grounded theory method was used. Data
analysis was conducted through three stages of open, axial, and selective coding using NVivo
software. The statistical population included people over 18 years of age living in the
Marginalized neighborhoods of districts 4 and 19 of Tehran (Golshan, Shemiran-No,
Dolatkhah, and Esmaeil-Abad). Sampling was carried out in a purposeful and theoretical
manner, and after conducting 30 in-depth and semi-structured interviews, theoretical saturation
was achieved. In order to validate the research, the research was conducted in a natural setting,
the validity of the categories was assessed through the opinions of experts, and the research
documentation was also preserved.

Findings

Based on the findings, the categories of “meaning of love”, “types of love”, “characteristics of
love”, “fluidity of love” and “art of making love” were constructed, each of which also had
subcategories. The categories showed that in all the neighborhoods studied in this study, namely
Golshan (Khak Sefid), Shemiran No, Dolatkhah and Esmailabad as Marginalized
neighborhoods of Regions 19 and 4, as well as non- Marginalized neighborhoods of these two
regions, their values were moving towards the transmaterial values of love, because their social
values of love were moving towards modernization and drinking. In analyzing the deep
narrative of the transmaterial values of love, it can be said that most of the research confirms
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the theories and approaches that claim that the values of love tend towards modernization and
transmaterial values. The findings of this study did not confirm Inglehart's theory of value
change, which states that with the increase in life and financial security in most countries of the
world, especially advanced industrialized countries, the values of the world's people have
changed from material values to post-material values. This is because if we assume that the
non- Marginalized neighborhoods studied in Districts 19 and 4 of Tehran are equal to
industrialized countries and that the Marginalized neighborhoods are equal to non-
industrialized countries, given that the marginal residents had deprivations and did not benefit
from the necessary urban standards; in accordance with Inglehart's view, the values of love in
the Marginalized neighborhoods should have tended towards material values, while both
Marginalized and non- Marginalized neighborhoods were moving towards post-material values
of love. In other words, it can be said that the priorities of the Marginalized and non-marginal
residents of Districts 19 and 4 in love values are close to each other and there is a similarity of
values between the neighborhoods. Here, the present study attempts to take a dialectical view
of this issue, in which everything creates its opposite. That is, the participants' need for post-
material values is a response to the current situation of these neighborhoods. Despite the fact
that these neighborhoods are in an unfavorable economic situation and, according to Inglehart's
view, the desires should be material, the opposite has happened: the interviewees tended
towards the post-material and modern values of love.

Conclusion

The results of this study, which was conducted through a comparative method among the
Marginalized and non- Marginalized neighborhoods of Districts 4 and 19 of Tehran, showed
that the social values of love in all neighborhoods are moving towards transmaterial values.
This finding indicates that the process of modernization of social values in the urban society of
Tehran is not limited to the wealthy classes or central neighborhoods, but a similar
transformation is underway even in the Marginalized contexts. The observation of a similar
trend of changes in both Marginalized and non- Marginalized groups indicates a kind of cultural
convergence at the level of the Tehran metropolis; a process that has been formed under the
influence of factors such as the expansion of social networks, modernization of
communications, universal access to the Internet, and the hegemony of global values, rather
than due to the improvement of the economic situation. These findings do not correspond to the
predictions of Inglehart's theory of value transformation; Because, contrary to his view that
value changes are mainly specific to developed societies, this research has shown that such a
transformation can be observed even in lower socio-economic contexts. From the perspective
of Bourdieu's habitus theory, these changes can be seen as a reflection of the rearrangement of
cultural capital and the transformation in cultural consumption patterns in different classes of
society; thus, social and cultural development in contemporary Tehran is the result of changes
in cultural habits and structures rather than the result of economic growth. It is suggested that
cultural and social policy makers, instead of focusing solely on economic development, design
and implement cultural development programs with regard to informal changes in different
layers of society.
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