v W
L7 o
“u." PryTD "b-d\“‘

Journal of Sociological Studies of Sustainable Development

Volume 1, Issue 1, pp. 81-103, 2025

homepage: http://sanad.iau.ir/journal /jsssd/ AN

St

The Economic Discourse of the Eighth Government and its Relation to

State Intervention

Seyed Saeed Vesalil, Mojtaba Moayyeri®*

1. Associate Professor, Faculty of Social Sciences, Allameh Tabatabaei University, Tehran, Iran. E-mail:
saidvesali2005@yahoo.com

2. Ph.D. Student of Sociology, West Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding
Author). E-mail: moayyeri.mojtaba@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type
Research Article

Avrticle history

Received: 13 February 2025
Accepted: 24 February 2025
Published: 17 March 2025

Keywords:

Discourse analysis, Eighth
government, Economic
system, Liberalism, State
intervention, Iran.

Introduction: The authors went to the officials other than the head of
government for the first time and considering ministers involved in the
economic area of the eighth government, dealt with discourse analysis of the
speeches and documentations of these people.

Method: Due to nature of the subject, the present study is qualitative and the
Van Dijk (Teun A. van Dijk) discourse analysis technique is used. Van Dijlk
method specifically formulated, with the aim to reveal techniques which is used
to be acceptable and in this way, decode the speech and writing that the aim of
this speech and writing is persuasive utterance.

Findings: The discourse of the eighth government (2001-2005) in economic
area, is based on a small government with the least intervention in economy.
This is the result which is obtained in this study based on discourse analysis and
applying Van Dijk method, through analyzing speeches and documentation of
head of government and ministers of “Cooperatives”, “Economic Affairs and
Finance” and “Labor and Social Affairs”. In fact, in this study for the first time,
to understand the economic discourse of the eighth government, in addition to
the head of the eighth government’s speech, discourse analysis of the economic
ministers has also been considered in this period.

Conclusion: Discourse analysis of the speech and documentation of these
individuals suggests that economically the dominant approach is based on
liberalism, and only one of these four ministers (minister of Cooperatives)
strongly opposes such an approach in the area of economic. The research shows
that in the investigated period in which the reformist hold the government, the
discourse of the head of government and economic authorities is entirely based
on the support of the free market system and widening of the private sector, and
there is an attempt to move towards a small government, and also in this
discourse, there is a distinct boundary between economic and politic, in the
sense that economic problems are less tied to political issues.
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Extended Abstract

Purpose

The policy-making process, appropriate to each government in Iran in each period, leads to the
emergence of structures that directly and indirectly affect the legislation and implementation of
various welfare categories, which is due to the nature of the economic and political thoughts
and ideas of the established governments, especially the heads of government. This means that
the role of governments is at the center of influence and different economic conditions will also
have a direct relationship with the roles and duties that governments assume, and naturally, the
adoption of any approach by governments in each of the developing countries can determine
their relationship with the development and welfare conditions of these countries. The subject
of this research in relation to Iran has also been formed by considering these same principles.
That is, the analysis of the discourse of the eighth government (2001-2005) in the field of
economy and its relationship with government interventionism. On this basis, what will be
highlighted in this research is the analysis of the discourse of officials related to the economy
and welfare. In general, previous studies have been limited to analyzing the discourse of the
head of government, while this study has also examined the economic approaches of ministers
who are directly related to economic positions in the eighth government, including the ministers
of "Cooperation”, "Economic Affairs and Finance", and "Labor and Social Affairs". Therefore,
for the first time, the authors have also gone to officials other than the head of government and,
taking into account the ministers related to the economic sphere of the eighth government, have
analyzed the discourse of their speeches and documents. The results of this study can certainly
well represent the economic approach of the eighth government to the economy and its
relationship with government intervention in the economy. Although twelve years have passed
since the eighth government, research conducted on the basis of discourse analysis of post-
revolutionary governments, and the eighth government was no exception, has generally focused
on the speeches of heads of state (Safari Shali, 2013; Kordoni, 2008). In fact, the discourse
analysis conducted in most previous research has been limited to analyzing the discourse of
heads of state, while based on initial studies, the orientation of heads of state's speeches is
naturally more political, therefore, it is not easy to find economic orientations in their speeches
that represent the economic approach of the government in question. Therefore, according to
the authors, in order to understand the economic discourse of the eighth government, in addition
to the speech of the head of the eighth government, it is also necessary to analyze the discourse
of economic officials of the eighth government, including the ministers of "Cooperation”,
"Economic Affairs and Finance", and "Labor and Social Affairs".

Method

Due to nature of the subject, the present study is qualitative and the Van Dijk (Teun A. van
Dijk) discourse analysis technique is used. Van Dijlk method specifically formulated, with the
aim to reveal techniques which is used to be acceptable and in this way, decode the speech and
writing that the aim of this speech and writing is persuasive utterance.

Findings

The discourse of the eighth government (2001-2003) in economic area, is based on a small
government with the least intervention in economy. This is the result which is obtained in this
study based on discourse analysis and applying Van Dijk method, through analyzing speeches
and documentation of head of government and ministers of “Cooperatives”, “Economic Affairs
and Finance” and “Labor and Social Affairs”. In fact, in this study for the first time, to
understand the economic discourse of the eighth government, in addition to the head of the
eighth government’s speech, discourse analysis of the economic ministers has also been
considered in this period.
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Analysis of Seyyed Mohammad Khatami's texts and speeches shows that he tries to encode
democracy in the word "democracy". Analysis of the discourse of his speech shows that the
categories that express his economic approaches are not highlighted. Therefore, in his speeches,
we witness the prominence of liberal approaches from a political perspective. He emphasizes
the primacy of freedom over justice. Hence, it can be concluded that his views are close to
liberal approaches from an economic perspective. In fact, his approach in the field of economic
discussions cannot be considered close to the social democratic approach or the third way
because in these two approaches, the state has a level of interventionism and this may lead to
restrictions on freedom. Hence, the two approaches of social democracy and the third way
cannot be close to Mohammad Khatami's economic views. In short, we can say that Mohammad
Khatami is politically quite close to liberal views, and this issue is quite prominent in his
speeches, but his economic views are not prominent in his speeches. However, considering his
political views, his economic views can be considered close to liberal views.

Conclusion

Discourse analysis of the speech and documentation of these individuals suggests that
economically the dominant approach is based on liberalism, and only one of these four ministers
(minister of Cooperatives) strongly opposes such an approach in the area of economic. The
research shows that in the investigated period in which the reformist hold the government, the
discourse of the head of government and economic authorities is entirely based on the support
of the free market system and widening of the private sector, and there is an attempt to move
towards a small government, and also in this discourse, there is a distinct boundary between
economic and politic, in the sense that economic problems are less tied to political issues.
Regarding the period (1380-1384) in this research, when the eighth government was in office,
we conclude that the existing discourse regarding the head of state (Seyyed Mohammad
Khatami) and his four ministers who have responsibilities in the economic-welfare sphere, is
economically based on the dominant approach based on liberalism, and only one of these four
ministers (the Minister of Cooperatives) strongly opposes liberal approaches in the economic
sphere. Politically, the dominant approach is also based on liberalism. Regarding the political
discourse of this period, two other points should be mentioned. The first point is that the analysis
of the discourse of the head of state (Seyyed Mohammad Khatami) shows that he makes more
efforts to highlight and magnify his political approaches and not his economic approaches. The
second point is that in the discourse of this period, we witness more domestic otherness, while
in relation to the international space, more euphemisms have been used. The results of the
research show that the eighth government, at the level of the president and ministers, tends
towards a discourse with the least level of intervention in the economy.
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