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Identifying factors affecting the development of professional sports with
an emphasis on digital media
Seyed Afshin Mousavi!, Mehdi Kohandel?*, Seyed Nemat Khalifeh?,
Hossein Abdolmaleki*, Hamid Ghasemi®

Abstract:

The present era has been called the "age of communication”, meaning that in
this era, due to the use of mass communication tools, whose scope, influence
and effects are very large, mass communication has taken a new form and has
overshadowed the developments of human society. The media, as part of the
modern structure of society and one of the comprehensive and widespread
devices available to the public, play a sensitive and important role in various
political, cultural, social and economic fields in all countries. Undoubtedly,
the media are one of the prominent phenomena of the contemporary world
and can have a significant impact on the culture of sports through
communication channels such as cyberspace, radio and television through
organized advertising in establishing beneficial communication between
sports and the media. The aim of this study was to identify the factors
affecting the development of professional sports with an emphasis on digital
media. The research method was based on the Glazer approach. The
statistical population of this study consisted of media experts, sports experts
and university professors in the field of sports management with research
work in the field of media and sports. The sampling method was purposive
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and snowball. Interviews continued until theoretical saturation, and a total of
22 interviews were conducted. The data collection tool was a semi-structured
interview. To examine the validity and reliability of the results, the strategies
of credibility, transferability, confirmability, process audit study, and intra-
subject agreement of two coders were used. Three stages, namely open, axial,
and selective coding, were used to analyze the data. The results indicate that
the factors affecting the development of professional sports in digital media
include 26 primary concepts and 8 main categories, including: information,
monitoring, culture, personalization, interaction with audiences, promotion of
sports as a business, institutionalization of the sports industry, and increasing
attention span. It is suggested that digital monitoring systems be created to
monitor and evaluate the performance of athletes and teams. These systems
can include video analysis software and biometric data that help coaches and
sports managers monitor the performance and health of athletes.

Keywords: sports development, sports industry, digital media, foundation
data theory, professional sports
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