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Identifying Factors Affecting the Development of Sports Tourism in
Iraq
Mahand Saed Saedon', Mohammad Reza Ismaeelzadeh*?, Hasan Fahim
Dowin®

Abstract

The aim of the present study was to identify the factors affecting the
development of sports tourism in Irag. This was a descriptive survey and
quantitative research. The statistical population of the study included all
experts from the ministries of sports and youth ; the Ministry of Tourism
and Antiquities and academic experts in the fields of physical education and
tourism in Iraq, who were selected in their entirety. A research-made
questionnaire, which content validity were confirmed by 10 professors from
universities in Iran and Irag was used to collecting the data. the reliability of
the questionnaire was 0.79 and 0.80 for the two sections of development
factors and barriers, respectively. confirmatory factor analysis by AMOS
software version 23 confirmed the factor structure of the identified variables
and showed 44 items in 8 dimensions of public infrastructure, sports
infrastructure, information and advertising, management-executive, hosting
sports events, natural attractions, legal-political, and socio-cultural that were
confirmed as factors for the development of sports tourism in Irag. The result
showed that the status of all factors for the development of sports tourism are
above average, but the poor executive management and considering the gap
between the actual situation and the ideal situation, It can be said that there is
a long way to reach the desired conditions for the development of sports
tourism in Irag.

Keywords: Sports tourism, tourism development, sports events,
development barriers.
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